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Introduction 


In 1767 Father Gaspar José de Solis was sent by the 
Franciscan college of @uadalupe de Zacatecas to inspect the 
missions administered by that college in Texas. The inspect- 
ion was made during a critical period in the history of Texas, 
and especially of eastern Texas. Four years before, at the 
end of the Seven Years' War,Louisiana was formally ceded by 
France to Spain, having been transferred by secret treaty 
in the previous year. 

This change created a new frontier situation for Spain 
in eastern Texas. Previously the history of the Spanish in- 
terests in @hat.region had depended upon the activity of 
the French in Louisiana. The expedition of Alonzo DeLeon, 
promted by the founding of Fort St.Louis on the Gulf by La 
Salle, resulted in the establishment. of the Mission of San 
Francisco de Los Texas on the upper Neches. The Teran expe~ 
dition was intended to strengthen and increase the mission 
settlements in the same section, but failed and the mission 
was abandoned in 1693. On account of the ware in Europe, 
from 1693 to 1713 Texas was left to the natives. Saint Denis 
became astive in behalf of the Frenoh, founding Natchitoches 
and crossing Texas to the Rio Grande. This led to the 


counter expedition of Ramén and the founding of six missions 
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among the Texas Indians in east Texas. These settlements were 
shert-lived for they were attacked in 1719 by Blondel, the 
French commandant at Natchitoches, and abandoned. In l/7é2l - 
l7ee they were finally refounded by the Marquis de Aguayo. In 
1731 the three Queretaran missions vere withdrawn to the San 
Antonio as a result of Rivera's inspection in 1727;and the 
consequent reduction of the presidial garrison. 
border 

The relations between France and Spain were quiescent 
until 1763 at the close of the Sever Years' War to which 
both were parties. After the transfer, Louisiana came under 
the captaincy-general of Havana and the Indians were controlled 
by Franch methods and agents, the most famous being Athanase 
Méziéres. Texas and Louisiana thue became detached, and Spain 
lost interest in ner See The goveganment became convinced 
that the missions and settlements were a failure and an unnecess- 
ary a this feeling the missionaries concurred. As 
we have seen, civil authorities made settlements when there was 
danger of foreign aggression. As for the ecclesiastical author- 
ities, success in the Ghristianizing of the natives decided 
the continuance of missions. The method most employed was to 


pueblo. 
gather them from the forests into the mission. The Tejas In- 


dians refused to come in, the missionaries were poorly supported 


SER e-edie-wits irs <a ae 


Solis: Ddario que hizo Podre Fray Gaspar José de Solis 
en la visita que fudé * * * * * * * Historia, Vol.XXVII,285. 
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and the force was insufficient. 

In 1762 only one minister resided at the Mission of Los 
Adaes. He had tc minister to twenty-one villages or ranche- 
rias running to the north and south ten leagues, in which were 
more than two hundred and twenty Indians. The Vidais from the 
south caused these to leave the mission and scatter for twenty 
iiupien ocak, This distance the minister covered frequently, 
administering tc the sick and lace In addition, when the 
missions of the Holy Cross of Querétaro were removed in 1731, 
the work of the Zacatecan missions was increased, especially 
that of Nacogdoches, while the number of missionaries was not 
Peer ta 

The fatlure of the eastern missions was emphatically stated 
by the Marqués de Rub{f, who made an inspection of Texas in 1766, 
the year before that of Father Solis. At the mission of Nacog- 
doches he found only one Franciscan religious for the College 
of Zacatecas, a quar d of two scldiers with their families, and 


some workmen. There were no Indians among whom they could 


Hierro, Simon ce la. Informe de las misiones hecha 
por El Padre Hierro, 1762. Archivo del Colegio de Guadalupe 
de Zacatecas 1762, Misiones, Legajo 5, Numero 9, ff. & - 9. 
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Ibid., 9. 
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In 1767 the Jesuits were expelled from Spain and her . 
coldnies. This order left all the Jesuit missions of New 
Spain without ministers. However, the work was taken up by the 
Franciscans, especially from San Femnando and Querétaro, in 
California, and in the valleys of the Gila and Colorado, und 1 
upper and lower Pimeria. This made the demand for missionaries 
greater than ioe The College of Querétaro had now sixteen 
missions while before they had had only six. 

Accordingly the Querétarans petitioned to withdraw from 
Sonora, Pimerfa Alta, and Pimerfa Baja. Permission was re- 
fused by the Superior Government. In 1772 the procurator of 
the College of Santa Cruz petitioned the Superior Government 
to give up the mission of northern Coahuila and Texas. 

These were San Juan Bautista and Candelaria in Coahuila, near 
the Rio Grande, and the four missions on the Sar Antonio, namely 
La Purfeima Concepcion, San Juan Capistrano, San Antonio de 
Valero, and San Francisco de La euais” Heretofore all consent 
to retrenchment hed been refused, but now the College of Guada- 
lupe de Zacatecas had agreed to take them over. Consequently 

Bancroft, History of North Mexican States and Texas, I, 
278-283. 

Memoria Presentada por el P. P.Fray Antonio de Los Reyes 
Pidiendo por la Renuncia de las Misiones de Texas l//e. Archivo 


de Colegio de la Santa Cruz de Querétaro. K. Legajo 15, Numero 4. 
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the viceroy on July 28, 1772 gave his consent for the renunoia- 
tion of the Querétaran missions in Texas and on the Rio 
re 

As a consequence of the assuming of the Querétaran missions 
b¥ the College of Zacatecas there was a demand for more 
missionaries. On December 1“, 1772, Solis then Guardian of 
the College of Guadalupe de Zacatecas petitioned the viceroy 
to renounce the missions of Pe 

On September 10, 1772 the king of Spain issued the rogal 
order ef-iffe or the "Regulation of the Presidios, practically 
adopting the proposals of the Marquis de Rubi. He proposed 
that the possessionsof New Spain be limited to those territories 
that could be held and vigorously defended. A line of fifteen 
rresidios were to be placed from the Gulf of California to 
panfa cepiritu Santo. This plan provided for the suppression 


of tne Presidios of Los Adaes and Orcoquisac and the removal 


of the families to San Antonio. San Antonio and Santa Fe, 


Memorial Presentada por el P.P. Fray Antonio de Los Reyes 
Pidtemio por la Rentnoia de las misiones dé Texas, 1/7/72. Archivo 
de Colezio de la Santa Cruz de Querétaro. K. Lersajo 15, Numero 3. 

the document: was not agailable to the writer, so nothing 
has been sacertained beyond the mere faot that the retition was 
made. That is was granted is certain. The Bocument is from 
~the Archivo de Colegio de Quadalupe de Zacatecas, and from 
the bundles in the case in the stairway marked Misiones de 
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New Mexico,were to be the outposts. 


Thus we have two reasons for the desire of the College 
of Zacatecas to-renounce to the mission of eastern Texas. 
First,by assuming the Querétaran missions on the Rio Grande 
and in Texas a new and more profitable field for missionary 
work was opened for them. This as seen above required more 
missionaries. Secondly, with the removal of the Presidio at 
Los Adaes military protection was taken away. On July 28, 1772 
the viceroy gave his consent for the renunciation of the 
Querétarah missions. September 10 the king issued the "New 
Regulation of Presidios" and on December 14 Solis petitioned 
to renounce the missions of sant Deka This meant that the 
missionaries had definitely given up the task of supporting 
the missions there. _ , 

From a study of Solis's Diario the writer believes that 
only in a remote way did his report influence later develop- 
ments. Rub{'s report and the assumption of the Queretaran 
missions by the Zacatecans were more powerful and immediate 


causes for the renunciation of tne missions in east Texas. 


Bolton, epanse Abandonment and Pe-occupation of East 
exas 


Texas, 1772-1779, the ,State Historical Association Quarterly, 
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Nevertheless, Solis's report undoubtedly played its part. Its 
greatest interest, however, is tc be found in the light it 
throws upon conditions in Texas and northern Mexico for the 
period. 

The Expedition 

The expedition of Father Solis lasted from November 15, 
1767, when he left Zacatecas, until September 13, 1768, when he 
returned. Leaving Zacatecas he travelled northeastward to Las 
Estacas Randho on the Rio Grande near Laredo. The record con- 
tained in the diary gives an interesting picture of the condition 
of the settlements of northern Mexico. All the way to Laredo 
the country was dotted with haciendas and ranchos long distances 
apart. 

The first a&top was made at the Hacienda of Vanon. This 
hacienda was typical of all those from Zacatecas to Laredo. They 
were all large in area. Vanon's extended at least twenty-four 
leagues from the north to south. veer large haciendas were 
those cf Dona Ildefonso de la Compocas, Grunidora and that of 
the marquises of Patos. This whole route was marked by the 
lack of good water. Either the water was bad,or, if good,was in 
very emall quantities. On November 26, Father Solis arrived at 
Agua Nueva, a hacienda of Dona Ildefonsa, de la Compaccs, the 
residence of charcoal burnerge, who supplied the founduies of 


the mining town of Mazaril. The next day they passed through 


tb s0146,249. 
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Grunidora, ~art of an hacienda belonging to the Jesuit order. 
On November 27 they arrived at Cedros, the hacienda of Don 
Juan Lucas de Logaya,where silver was mined and vnbieasbed. 
On December 4th Solis found himself in Saltillo, now an 
important city. On December llth thev arrived at Boca de 
Leones, where there was a hospital of the College of Guadalupe 
de inechioke. Kere they remained through the winter weather 
until February 4, 1768, when they again set out. The next 
day they arrived at La Punta de Lampazos, where was located 
the Mission of La Candela, or—LaCandela, or La Candelaria, 
founded by the College of Santa Cruz de Querétaro on July 9, 
1749, for ” Cocos, Topas, Carancaguaces, Cujanes, and 
Estepesas. Jouwneying almost due east, on February le, they 
arrived at Las Estacas, a rancho near the Rio Crance del 
Norte, on whose banks were many rancherfas of Carrizos Indians. 


Fere Father Solis baptized an Indian irfant who was dying and 
sent three others of the same nation to Laredo, ten miles up 


the river, to be instructed tn the Christian faith and baptized. 


Solis, 249. 
Ibid., 251. 
Ibid. 
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Certhfication y Ynventario de la Mission de San Antonic. 
Archivo de Colegio de la Santa Cruz de Querétaro, K, Legajo 15, 
Numero 13. 


5, 
Solis, 253. 
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The next day the passage of the river was made in a sail hoat, 
and the party reached Dolores, an hacienda of Don Joseph Sorseco. 
Dolores had been settled in 1750 by Don Joseph Vasquez Borrego. 
Laredo, ten leagues up the river, had been settied by Captain 

Don Thomas SA4nchez, May 15, 1755. 

At Dolores Fray Francisco Sedano, procurator and conductor 
for the interior missions of Texas, net Solis with an escort of 
eight soldiers and four Indians. There was need of an escort 
now, on account of the danger from Apache and Lipan Indians. 

From Dolores the party proceeded northeast for Mission Rosario 
through the land of these hostile tribes. On February 19, a hard 
norther bezan, accompanied by rain and snow, and Father Solis and 
his party had to seek shelter. By the 22nd the storm became s0 
bad that they wage forced to put the fite inside the tents or 
suffer with cold. As Leona Father Solis was met by Reverend 
Father Fray Joseph Escovar, anda little later the same day, 

by Don Francisco Tovar, captain of Bahfa del Espfritu Santo, 

and an escort of ten soldiers. On February 25, after having 

been met on the way by Fathers Francisco Joseph Lépez and 


Ignacio Lamuza, the party arrived at the rancho of Mission 


Solis, 254. 

2 

Escandén wished him to settle on the banks of the Nueces 
River but SA4nchez found the place wnsuitable and was permitted 


to settle at Laredo where he chosee 
Solis, 254. 
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1 
Rosario, situated olose by the banks of the San Antonio River. 


Next day they arrived at the mission itself, and Father Solis 
was received with honors by both the Pathers and the neophyte 
sididiiies Here they experienced a chanze in weather, from 
cold to inact 

The next day after mass the commission of inspection 
was sent to Governor Den Hugo de Oconor at San Antonio. On 
February 2&6, Solis, in company with the fathers of the mission, 
dined in a princely fashion with Captain Tovar at the Presidio 
of Bahfa del Esepfritu Santo. On March 4+ he completed the in- 
speotion. Briefly his report was as follows: The property of 
the mission consisted of a large number of cattle, horses, mules, 
and sheep, and adequate buildiness for the Indians and missiona-~ 
ries. The church was neat and in good order, as were its orna- 
ments and siete The minaster, Father Joseph Esoovar, was 
ardent and successful in his ministry to the Indians. The 
nations for whom Miesion Rosario had been founded were the 
Coxanes, Guapites, Carancaquases , and Coopanes, but there were 
only a few of the last, as these seemed to be less amenable to 
mission life and preferred to remain on the banks of the rivers 
Or on the seateianes’ Those who were not at the mission were 


said to be barbarous, weak, and lazy. Thev danced their heathen 


L 4 

Solis, 356. Tboid.:;.:257 
c 5 

Ibid., 261 iia 256 
3 

Ibid., 259 Ibid., 258% 
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dances called "mitotes", on both festive and funereal oocasions. 
A part of the ceremony connected with these dances involved 
Cannibalism and their enemies were the victims. Cannibalism 
seemed to be. common cite. The tribes had a religion of 
their own for which they had gods and ikea.” Marriages 

were irregular and separations were acocomplised by the husband 
selling, trading, or lending the wife. In spite of these con- 
ditions, the women were modest and modestly dressed. 

On March 7 Father Solis passed sa he Mission of Bahia del 
Espiritu Santo, where he was received by its minister, Father 
Francisco Lopez, and a guard of forty armed Indians. Four days 
later he finished the eT He found it in even better 
condition than Mission Rosario. The building and shops were all 
adequate and in good order, the livestock was about the same in 
number as that of Rosario; frudt vegetables and grain were 
a ad the cultivation of which the mission had the necessary 
tools. The Indians for whom this mission had been founded 
were the Taranames, Tamiques, a and Manos de Perro, 
there being now present about five hundred in all. They 
were cleaner and better civilized than those of the Mission 
Rosario, but they had the same vices, as did all the Indians 


of Texas. In order to counteract the barbarities found in the 


1 4 
Solis, 261. Ibid. 
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5 
Ibid., 259. Ibid., 265 
Ibid., 263. 
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heathen dances the fathers introduced c@ances with which they 
were familiar. 

On Maroh l2 Father Solis returned to Mission Rosario. 
On the 14th he arrived at the rancho of the mission, where he 
received an escort of eight soldiers and six armed Indians. The 
fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth he and his party passed 
through several ranchos along the bank of the San Antonio River, 
including those of Senor San Joseph La Parrita of Capote and cf 
the Misgion of San Juan Sestalaiaaia. On the seventeenth he 
crossed the San Antonio River. After visiting three Querétaran 


missions he made the inspeotion of the Zacatecan mission of San 
2 


” 


Joseph and on April 2 he completed the ie. ut this 7 
He found the buildings in godd order, although there was no 
church. The land under thé control of the mission was very fer- 
tile. Consequently it was able to supply the settlements of 

San Antonio, La Bahia, San Saba, Orcoquisac, and Los eee The 
number of livestock exceeded by far that of tne two preceding 
missions, consisting of ten droves of mares, fifteen hundred 

yoke of oxen and five thousand head of deen” The work of 


caring for the fielde and livestock was in the hands of the 


1 y 

Solis, 266 Ibid., 269 
2 5 

Ibid. Ibid., 270 
Iodid., 269 
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Indians, under white supervision. The Indians here were the 
Papoas, Mesquites, Pastias, Camamas, Cacomes, Conas, Agustallas, 
and cea They seem to have been better civilized and more 
thoroughly reduced to mission life than those of the two pre- 
ceding missions. From the time of ite foundation in 1/20 there 
had been 1054 baptisms, 287 marriages, and about 559 burials. 

On April 7 Father Solis and his escort set out with a 
norther amid Sain and snow, and arrived at a place called El Charcc 
de Quinones, where he remained on account of the storm until the 
ninth. There remained with him besides his escort as many as one 
hundred travellers who were going to Los Adaes. 

On April 11, having gone southeast, he arrived at Rancho de 
Los Corplalitos de Reyes, of the Mission of La Bahfa del Fepfritu 
Santo. From there they turned northeast and travelled through 
woods and plains among which the cattle of the Mission of La 
Bahfa del Espiritu Santo were pastured. On April 15th they came 
to the banks of the Guadalupe River, which thev crossed on a 
eons The next day they remained on the bank of the Guadalupe 
waiting for the passage of the convoy. Brother Antonio Casas, 
becoming poisoned by the ivy found in that section, had to return 
to the Mission of La Bahfa del Espiritu iithe” Continuing, 


Y, 
Solis, 270. Ibid., 272 
e 5 
Ibid., 271 _Toid. 273 


Ibid., 272 Ibid., 274 
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they went through a country luxuriant with plants of many kinds 
and abounding in many animals, birds, and nasetes. April 20th 
another norther broke loose, In passing there was danger from 
the Xaramanes, who.were refugees from the Mission of Bahia del 
Esprritu eoekas* The next day they crossed the Colorado River, 
upon vhose banks were Indians of the Cocos said” April end 
they crossed a ravine where the road forked to the right for 
the mission and presidio of nT In this region there 
were considerable numbers of cattle and horses without owners 
and unbranded. The explanation which Solis gives is that 
Alonzo de Ledén had left cattle and horses when he made his 
"entrada" into Texasexu /47¢. 

On April 25 they arrived at the first Brazos de Dios 
River (Yegua oreek) and crossed. Three leagues further on 
thev crossed the Brazos proper. The Indians of this country 
were the Cocos, Mayayes, Jojuanes, Tancagues, and many others. 
They had a common sign language. On the banks of the river 
were beavers and re, Two days later they crossed the 
Navasota River and on the 2&th thev reached the Trinity in the 
country of barbarous Indians, namely the Taguacanes, Quichixes, 
Asinais, Vidais, Deadoses, and many others. After crossing an 


arroyo Father Solis received letters from the Guardian of the 


1 y 

Solis, 275. Ibid., 277-278. 
e 5 

Toid. Ibid., 279. 
Ibid., 
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College of Guadalupe de Zacatecas, from the President of Boca 

de Leones, and aida On the last day of the month they 
crossed the San Pedro River and passed the Indian village of 

the same name. It was inhabited by Tejas Indians. They. were 
friendly but lazy, théeyyving, and addicted to the use of brandy 
and wine,which was furnished them by the French at Batohitoches. 
They were settled in the villages and were used to agriculture. 
In the Pueblo of San Pedro wae an Indian woman, Sanate Adiva, 
who seemed to have been the power among all the Indian nations 
round about. She was married to five laa It ‘ie nobioaabie 
fact that the French at Natchitoches were carrying on a thriving 
trade among all si peoples, furnishing them with guns, powder, 
shot, cloth, eto. 

On May lst they arrived at the Angelina River, among the 
Tejas, Aginais, and Navidachos Indians, who were gentle but 
theiving and troublesome. Thev came to vieit Father Solis, who 
gave them presents of chocolate and eae.” On the end the 
party arrived at the Mission of Nacogdoches where Father Solis 
was received by Father Joseph Calahorra y Saenz and the Indians. 
Continuing eastward they were met on May 5th by Fathers Santa 


Marfa, Laba, and Voceta y Reynosa, and arrived at the Mission of 


4... 
Ibid., 279 Ibid., 281. 
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Los Ays. On the next day they reached the Rancho o& Gil Ybarbo, 
and on the 7th crossed the Sabine River. On the &th they cross- 
ed Arroyo Hondo, where they were met by Father Arellano and 
others, and arrived at five o'clock in the evening at the 
Mission of Los hhiade” 

After visiting the Governor of Texas, Hugo de O'Conor, 
Father Solis began the inspection of the mission, completing 
it on May 7th. The opinion which he had of the mission was 
not so good as that which he had of those on the San Antonio 
River. The buildings were old and the mission had deteriorated 
spiritually as well as matwrially. The ministers were poorly 
supported and as a consequence they aie The Indians 
refused to be gathered together in the mission settlements. 
Father Solis, however, consoled himself in the fact that they 
came to be baptized when on the point of death, even if there 
was a suspicion that they sought baptism as a natural remedy. 

On May 24th rather Solis and his party set out from Los 
Adaes on the return journey,and two days later arrived at the 
Mission of Los Ays. Father Solis on inspection found this 
mission in about the same condition materially and spiritually 
as that of Los Adass. The buildings were old, but neat and in 


good order. The ministers were poorly supported and the Indians 


Solis, 2&3. 
2 
Ibid., 285. 
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refused to be congregated. The number of livestock was very 
small. The Indians, according to Father Solis, were the worst 
in the province, being drunken, theiving, lazy, and given to 
their heathen "mitotes" and cies They had: no respect for 
the churoh and the Bhings for which it stood, and there was one 
amonz thehr number who said that he loved the Misuri( the Devil) 
more than the Holy Mary. 

On June 3rd thev eet out from the Mission of Los Ays and 
on the next day arrived at the Mission of Nacogdoches. On 
June /th Solis concluded the inspection and sent ‘Don Hugo de 
O'Conor for an escort of ten ass He dound the Miseion 
of Nacogdoches in little better condition than the two preceding. 
Not much had been accomplished among the Indians. In the mission 
books records of only twelve baptisms were ho The Indians 
who frequented this mission were the Nazones, Navidachos, 
Cadodachos and Asinab. 

After waiting in vain for the escort until meee eOth, 
Father Solis set out with the muleteer Cervacion. The return 


journey was made with considerable difficulty because all the 
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rivers were high. On July 1 they arrived at the Brazos where 
they were deserted by Gervacién, but on crossing Yegua Creek 
thev were relieved by the arrival of the promised smite On 
July 12 they reached the Colorado, which they crossed two days 
later on a raft which had been made and left the vear before 
by the Marqués de Rubf. 

On the 16th they crossed the Guadalupe River, where they 
were met by another escort, this one being commanded by the 
ensign of the Presidio of La Bahia del Esrpfritu Santo. On the 
22nd Father Solis was at the Mission of La Bahfa del Espiritu 
Santo, and on the next day went to the Mission ee August 
lst they arrived at the Mission of San oom” Leaving the 
mission August 16 thev set out for Zacatecas. The route fol- 
lowed to Laredo was north of the one followed on the entrance. 
August 24th they arrived et Laredo and on the next day crossed 
the ig 

‘The route followed from Laredo to Zacatecas vas almost the 
same as that of the entrance. The journey was without note- 
worthy incidents. On Sertember 13 Father Solis arrived safely 


at Zacatecas. 


2 
Solis, 292. Tedd. 295. 
Ibid., 294. Ibid., 265. 
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Father Solis's Route in Relation to the Genesis of the 


Texas Trails. 


The diary of Father Solis has an interest and importance 
because there are few other as complete sournpes for the history 
of the Texas trails, especially those from the Rio Grande to 
Los Adaes. Before we take up the route followed by Solis it 
is necessary to summerize those followed by his predecessors. 
In the main there were three general routes followed during 
the Spanish period. The first led more or less directiy from 
Monclova to Bahfa del Espfritu Santo. The next defined route 
opened during the first trird of the eighteenth century, was 
in general direct from fan Juan Fautista to Ean Antonio and then 
to Los Adaes. LDurirg the middle of the same century the route 
was changed again because of the hostilities of the Araches and 
Comanches northeast of San Antonio. Thereafter, leaving San 
Antonio, the route was southeast to a point between Goliad and 
Cuero, and from there north-northeast to the forks of the 
Prazos, and thence northeast and east to Los Adaes. 

The first expeditions of which a aoe records that 
give the routes were those of Alonza de Leon. On the first he 
set cut from Monterey and reached the Rio Grande, whose right 
bank he followed to the Gulf. A second expedition b: DeLeon 
crcesed the Rio crande and reached the Solo, an unidentified 


stream. On the third expedition De Leén succeeded in penetrating 
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as far east as Matagorda Bay, qhence he rroceeded northward 
rearly to the Colorado. On the fourth expedition De Leon 
Frotably followed the same route as far as the Colorado, and 
then continued northeast to the Tejas villages on the Neches. 
The next entrada was made by Domingo Twerdn in 1691-92. 
It is difficult tc determine his route even approximately. In 
tre first place, there seems to be a difference in the accounts, 
written by Teran himself and Father Massanet. To add to the 
confusion, the, do not give the same names for the same arroyos. 
However, the general route and direction can be ascertained. 
The route from Coahuila was nostheastwerd tc the Rio Grande 
which Tran crossed probably at or near by the site of the 
future mission of San Juan Bautista. From there they went 
northeastwerd, crossed the Nueces above Carrizo Srrings and 
the Frio northwest cf Eatesvéile. Here they turned east, 
inclining a little to the north, and crossed the San Antonio 
River, probably south of the site of the future mission of 


J: 
See Manzanet, Ton Damian. Carta de Don Damian Manzanet a 


Yon Carlos de Sigienza sobre e1 descubrimiehto ce la Bahia del 
Espiritu Santo. Translated by Lilia M. Casis in the Texas State 
Historical Association Quarterly, III, 281-312; Alonzo de Leon, 
Derrotero de la Jornada que hizo el General Alonzo de Leon para 
el descubrimiento de la Rahia del Espititu Santo y Foblacion de 
Francises, ano, 1689. Translated by Flizabeth Eoward Weet in the 
Taces State Historical Association Quarterly, (VIII, 199-224. 
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San Antonio. Continuing east, Teran was the first to cross 
bot> the Cuadalue and the San Marcos. From the San Marcos 
the direction was a little north of east till they crossed 
the Colorado somewhere below itunes From the es 
the direction taken was to the north, inclining to the east, 
and the Brazos wa)croesed below the forks. From the Brazos 
the direction was northeast to the first site of the mission 
of San Francisco de los Tejas, just west of the Neches River. 
Ir the winter of 1691-1692 Terdn continued his exredition north 
as far as the Red River in the Cadodachos country. 

The next important expedition was that of Domingo Ramon, in 
1716. The route to the Rio Grande was almost direct from Sal- 
tillo to the missior site of fan Juan Paubista about forty 


miles below the present Eagle Pass. From there the route was 


1, 
Teran, Diary. Mazanet's diary would place the route 


further east and cout iad Otaek confuses the Colorado with 
the Natividad; Domingo Teran, Descripbion y diario demarcacion 
executada por el General Don Domingo Teran .... . Archivo 
Ceneral, Seccidn de Historia, XXVII,ff.23-47. Mazanet places the 


route further east and south. 
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northeast to the Nueces River. After crosaing, the party went 
twelve leagues southeast befor: again turning northeast. They 
crcesed the Frio below patesville, and probably joined the route 
followed by the International and Great Northern Railway at 
Pearsall, going thence direct to San Antonio. From here to 
the eite of the missicn of San Francisco de Los Texas Ramdnte 
route is difficult to determine. A study of the "derrotero" 
shows that Ramdn went north of the direct route from San 
Antonio to Los Adaes. He probably crossed the Brazos north of 
where the Little River joins it, thus crossing Brushy Creek, San 
Gebriel River, and Little River. From there the direction was 
northeast to the mission of San Francisco de los Texas and enough 
south to reach the direct line between San Antonio and the | 
mission ities 

The point of departure for the Aguayo exredition (1720) 
was Monolova, whence the direction northeast to the mission of 
San Juan Bautista. From this point the route was in gereral 
direct to the mission of San Antonio de Valaro. From there 
the party continued northeast, crossing Cibolo Creek near Schertz. 
Next they crossed two arroyos and cne river, the latter being 
the Cuadalupe, which was crossed near New Braunfels. The San 
ea ae 

Ramoén, Domingo, Terrotero para les Misiones de los Presidios 

Internos. Archivo Ceneral de Mexico, Seccion de Eistoria, XXVII, 


Numero 19, ff. 135-165. 
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Marcos River was crossed near San Marcos, the direction now 
velng more to the north, and the Colorado near Austin. Contiru- 
ing north-northeast, the route led across what was probably 
Brushy Creek and the San Gabriel neaic From this stream 

the route was almost due north to the Little River, which Aguayo 
could not croes except by going up to the three forks near 
Belton. From the forkes the direction was north-northeast to 
&@ point about on the Erazos about three leagues above Waco, 
where the turn was made southeastward and parallel with the 
Frazos for about twenty-five leagues, when Aguayo again turned 
eastward for about six leagues. Again the direction was to 
tre southwast es far as the Navascta River, neeaee tre route 


foilowed‘was approximately direct to Nacogdoches. 


Pela called it the Inocentes. 

Pema calls them Arroyo Las Animas and the San Xavier River. 

Fere Pena observed that they were in 32° 30' latitude, 
a an error, because they were south of that latitude. 

This study is based on Pena's Diario del Viaje del Marques 
de San Miguel de Arroyo escrito por el B. D. Juan Antonio de la 
Pena, Capellan Mayor del Ratallon de San Miguel de Aragon. 
Archivo General de Mexico, Seccion de Historia, XXVIII, Numero I; 
Puckley, The Aguayo Expedition, in the Texas Etate Historical 
Association Quarterly, X¥, 1-65. 
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The initial stage of Rivera's route was from Monclova to 
the missicn of San Juan Pautista ard the direction was approximate- 
ly rortheast. Continuing northeast, the direct route to San 
Antonio was folloved, Rivera rrobably crossed the Nueces near 
Bermuda, where he joined the route later followed by the Interna- 
tional and Great Northern Railway near Pearsall. From San Anto- 
nio the direction was northeast, and Rivera crossed the Guadalure 
between New Braunfels and Seguin, the San Marcos south of San 
ieee. and the Colorado between Lagrange and Bastrop. The 
latter river Rivera mistook for the fan Marcos but the fan Marcos 
does not flow into the Gulf of Mexico. The Brazos was crossed 
just below where the two arms join and above where the Vavascia 
flows into the Brazos. The Navasota was crossed near the city 
of Navasota. Continuing northeast, Rivera crossed the Trinity 


ard the Neches, from wkere the rcute wae almost due east to Los 
2 | 
Adaes. 


oe calls it the Inocentes as did Aguayo (Pena). 

iia Don Pedro, Diario de 10 caminado y Visto, etc. 
Archivo General de Mexico, Seccion de Secretaria de Guerra y de 
Merina, under 1836 Legajo ¥ Numero 1(Copied from the Guatamala 


print of 1736), Miss Coffin's translation. 
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The route of the Marqués de Rubf (1766) is the most inter~ 
esting to study in connection with that of Solis, because it was 
contemporary and was the same in several places. Rubi went 
north-northeast from Villa cf San Fernando de Austia to the Missio 
of San Sabé. La Fora states that they followed along the gources 
of the rivers including that of the Nueces. This is doubtful, 
as they would have gone too far west. from the San Sabé, Rubi 
went direct to San Antonio. From here Rubi went southeast for 
about twenty-seven leagues, and then turned northeast, crossing 
the Guadalure, probably, at Cuero. He crossed the Colorado, 
probably, between Lagrange and Columbus; the first and second 
arnpof the Prazos were crossed at points where they were @@ one 
and one half eee ha With the direction northeast-—east, 
the route led across the Trinity near Bartholomew. fFror there 
Rub{ went northeast to Nacogdoches and east to Los Adaes. Re~ 
turning to Nacogdockes, he went almost due south to Orcoquisac, 
and from there scuthwest to Mission Rosario. Thence he went 
along the west bank aImost to San Antonio, when he turned south~ 


west toward San Juan Pautista, passing over the route fclloved 


1 
Yegua Creek and the Brazos proper, below ehere Solis 


crossed. 
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on his entrance. 

Had not a number of the places through which Father Solis 
went been eettled and determined it would have beer difficult to 
ascertain just what route he took. He gives no specific directions 
and in some cases fails to give the distances travelled from rlace 
tc place. However, we have been able to mar out the route witha 


fair degree of accuracy. From Zacatecas the direction was almost 
north to Saltillo and the route wes east to Mazapil. From Sal- 


tillo the route was west to Monterey and the direction north to 
Sen Pazos, from where it was northeest-east.to ten leagues south 


of Laredo at what wee then Las Estacas Randho. From Las Estecas 
Farcho the direction was northeast to the Mission Rosario. Solis 
probably crossed the Nueces River douth of the modern town of 
Oakville, and thus missing the Frio. From Mission of La Bahia 
de Espiritu Eanto Father Solis weht northwest along the southern 
bank of the San Antonio, when he crossed just before reaching 
San Antonio. From San Antonio he turned southeast, crossed 
Cibolo Creek near Kisciusko and struck the road from La Bahia 
north near Andes. From there he travelled northeast and crossed 
the Guadalupe near Wuero, and the Colorado north cf Columbus. 
ae 

La Fora Nicolas de. Relacion del viage que de order del 
excellentisimo Senor viarray Marques de Cruillas hizo el Capitan 
de lugenieros Don Nicolas de la Fora, en Campo Marques ce Rubi 


1766-1767. Biblioteca National, No.8. 
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He then crossed Yegua Creek and the Brazos a few miles above 
where thev join. Proceeding from the Vavascota he crossed the 
Trinity somewhere north of Madisonville, went from there northeast 
to Nacogdoches, thence east to Los Ays and Los Adaes. 

Qn his return journey the route followed from Los Adaes 
to the Missicn Rosario was the same as that of the entrance 
except that Solis did not go to San Antonio, but crossed the 
San Antonio River near Goliad. From Mission Rosario rather Solis 
went along the south banks of the San Antonio to Missicn San 
Joseph, whence he went southwest to Laredo. From Laredo to 
Zacatecas the route was essentially the same as that of the 
entrance. 


following 
The foregoing summary would seem to justify the ceneral 


statement. 1. The earliest trails into Texas led pretty directly 
from Monclova to Matagorda Fay. 2. After the occupation of 
eastern Texas and the missicns at San Juan Eautista, the trails 
gradually approximated a direct route between those points. 
Rivera's route corresponded closely to what in American days 
became known as the Cld San Antonio Road. 3. Indian troubles 
soon made the direct road from the Brazos to San Antonio unsefe, 
and a more southern route was used. Likewise, after the founding 
of Laredo, roads were orened connecting that point with San 
Artonio and La Bahfa, these more southern trails being en- 


couraged by the southward presure of the Apaches and Comanches. 
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The Text and the Translation 


The text of the diary of Father Solis frem which the fol- 
lowing translaticn has been made is that in the Archivo Generel 
de Mexico, Seccidn de Eistoria, Vol.27, do. 34. The volume 
is one of the thirty-two known as Coleccidén de Memorias de Nueva 
Espana. Another copy of the same document is in the Archivo 
General de Mexico, Seecion de Eistoria, Vol.395, doc. 13. Since 
only one version was available, the translator was at a dis~ 
advantage, for sometines, where there were evident errors in 
the text, the mpaning of the original could not be ascertained, 

In translating an attempt has been made to render the 
Spanish into readable English while at the same time keeping 
strictly to the meaning of the text. Wherever there has been 
doubt as to the meaning the Spanish text has been placed in the 
notes. It should be stated that in many places Solis's diary 
was in the form of notes and memoranda. This accounts in some 
measure for the unfinished style of the translation. Certain 
Spanish and Mexican terms have not been tranelated, but are 
taken over into the English. Such are the words: arroyo, 
hacienda, rancho, rueble, ete. Also, there are certain botanical 
and zoological terms for which the English equivalents could not 


be ascertained. 
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DIARY KEPT BY FATHER FRAY CASPAR JOSE DE SOLIS IN THE 
INSPECTION THIGH HE WENT TO MAKE OF THE MISSIONS OF TEXAS, BY 
ORDER AND COMMAND OF TEE VERY REVEREND FATHER GUARDIAN, FRAY 
THOMAS CORTEZ, OF THE HOLY VENERABLE DISCRETORIO OF THE 
COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF ZACATECAS, IY THE YEAR 1767. 


It 1s as follows: I set out from the said College of 
Guadalupe the 15th day of November of the savid year of '67, 
and arrived at the hacienda of Vanon, which is the summer 
sheep pasture of Don Mariano @anal. There I remained until 
the eOth of the said month, getting myself ready and waiting 
for my companion, Brother Joseph Gomes, who was coming with 
the baggage and servants. Ke) 

On the 20th I arrived at Burgo de San Cosme, where I 
remained for the feabt days until the twenty-third. It has 
a lake and some springs of scanty and bad water. 6 

On the 23rd, after having passed through El Rosillo, the 
draw-well of Vanon's summer pasture, and through Cana, the 
small rancho of Aguayo, I arrived at ii It has a lake 
of rain water and a draw-well of bad water. : 6 

On the 2&th I passed through the place which they call 
Fl Burro and through El Durasno, both of which are without 
water, and arrived at Saito, a goat rancho of Vanon, where su 
there is a draw-well and a pool of rain water, thet of the 
draw-well being fair. le 
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On the 25th I passed through Nueva Agua, the horse and 
cattle hacienda of Dona Yldefonsa de la Comp acos, where live 
many charcoal burners who supply the charcoal for the foundry 
of Mazapil, carrying it in carts drawn by oxen; I arrived at 
Arroyo Seco, a place “ery barren and without water, so that in 
in order to have it to drink it was necessary to carry it two 
leagues. 6 

On the 26th I passed through Grunidora, the site of a 
summer sheep pasture which belonged to the reverend Jesuit 
Fathers, where they also make charcoal for Mazapil. Water 
was very bad. I arrived at Potrillo, where there is a pool 
of rain water. Li 

On the 2/th I passed through Candelaria, the rancho of 
the haciendo of Grunidora. The water is good, although the 
soring is very small. I passed through El Puerto de Cedros, 
where there is a small pool, though not permanent, and arrived 
at Cedros, the excellent hacienda of Don Lucas Lasaga. It 
has three water machines for extracting silver and four which 
mules operate. It has a good vinyard and a spring of fair 
water. There I remained until tne first day of December, 
getting myseif ready and supplying myself, being provided 
with open heartedness, through the great kindness of its 
superintendent, Don Joseph de Esparsa. A great deal of 


wine and brandy are made here. 16 
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On the let of December I passed through San Joseph, a 
watering place of rain water of the hacienda of Cedros; through 
Bonanza, a rich hacianda for extracting silver of the Sefores 
Marqueses de Patos; and I arrived at Canutillo, a rancho of 
Bonanza; water very good although not abundant. 10 

On the end I passed through El Puerto de Alcalados and 
arrived at La Punta de Santa Elena, a rancho of the Lords of 
Patos, where there is only a draw-well of very oily, tasteless, 
and bad water. 14 

On the 3d I passed through El Puerto del Frayle, without. 
water; through La Tinajuela with rain water; through el Puerto 
del Capulin, where there is a pool of rain water; through El 
Agua Encantada, whioh has springs of good water; and arrived at 
Buena Vista, a farm of the Marqueses de Patos. Water good and 
abundant. 18 

On the 4th I arrived at the very pleasing villace of 
Saltillo, which has much good water. A great deal of wheat, 
maize, and other grains, are harvested. Vere I remained two 
Gays, resting and supplying myself. A great deal of wine 
and brandy are made here from the many vineyards and orchards 
of many kinds of fruit. 2 

On the 6th I passed Los Molinos, San Antonio, and the farm 
of Don Francisco Turundarena, which Don Prudencio Bastera 
lest him, in which there are a very good orchard and vineyard. 


Wine and brandy are made. 6 
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On the 7th I vassed through El Puerto Cabrito, a 
very rough and stony place, through that of Carretas, into a 
river carrying very little water, through the hills of Almidon, 
and arrived at Mesillas, a farm of Turundarena, There isa 
very good vineyard here, and wine and brandy are made. I remained 
here on the &th, since it was the day of the Conception, to say 
mass and to keep myself from the bad rainy weather which pre- 
vailed that day. LO 

On the 9th I passed through Morterillos, Sierra Gallana, 
El Derramadero de Anelo, Puerto de Barranquillas, and that 
of San Nicolas, and arrived at La Popa, a large rancheria, 
where they is much and good water. 12 

On the 10th I passed through El Puerto de la Popa, which 
was very rough, steep, and craggy; through La Boca de San Bernave, 
Las Estaca, and El Puesto del Huisache, and arrived at El Saos, 
& spring of fair water. 14 

On the llth I passed through El Puesto del Pescadito, and 
through La Boca de Tlascala, which is among rugged hills and 
very high mountains. There are as many as two leagues of 
ravine at whose head there are copious and abundant fountains 
and eprings of water forming a running Biver which takes its 
course and rune through the canon. It has pleaty of fish, 


robalo, vagre, trout, seafish, eel, and others. In the middle 
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of this valley, after one sets out from it for the pueblo of 
Tlascala which is about a half a league down the river from 
the valley, a smoke is perceived which #8. that of the mission 
of Santa Cruz de Queretaro. In this pueblo there are some 
emelter haciendas for extracting silver. There is a great 
deal of land sown to maize and some to wheat. The Indians 
have their fruit orchards of peaches, quinces, pears, etc. I 
arrived at Real de Boca de Leones which is on the bank of the 
river below that of Tlascala. In this camp there are many 
smelters in which they extract silver, lead, grieta, temesqui- 
tate, eto. There are fields sown to maize, droves of horses 
and mules, herds of cattle, and flocks of sheep. The animal 
with hair, the goat, is especially raised. At this Real de 
Boca de Leones there is a hospital of the College of Zacatecas 
where there live and are maintained, a priest who is the 
president, a lay brother who is a cook, and two -almoners. 

It has a very pretty, decent, and sufficiently adorned church. 
It has ornaments, sacred chalices, etc. The living house 

is like a little convent with sufficient and very decent cells 
and the necessary work shops, the kitchen, the refectory, etc. 
At the parish house, given -. by his majesty, there is a 
priest, an assistant to the priest;and besides these there 

are other clerks who live there. The parish house is decent. 


I remained in this camp through the bad weather waiting for 
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it to stop, until the month of February of the year of 176%, 
in which I continued my travel and journey. 1O 

On the 4th of the said mongth of February 1768 I set 
out from Boca de Leones, passed through El Salitre, through 
El Guisache, through Golondrinas, by a hill with a vein of 
* jam" eae and I arrived at Carrizal,the summer sheep and 
ewe goat pasture of Turundarena. It has a great deal of good 
water. Three leagues away ig the mission of Candela of the 
province of Coahuila. 10 

On the 5th I passed Cafada de la Cruz near the pueblo 
of Santiago, which is a little Village of the mission at La 
Candela of the province of Coahuila. The Indians are very 
coarse, Wild, amd go about naked, and live on rats, dormice, 
rabbits, vipers, and other animals of the field. I passed 
along the slope of the mesa of Los Catujanes. This mesa is 
@ top of a high hill and has only one access. Above is a mesa 
which they say is as many as twenty leagues in ciroumference, 
with water. It is where the fugitive Indians from the missions 
of Coahuila as well as those from La Punta de Lampozos, seek 
refuge. I passed through La Presa and arrived at La Punta de 
Lampazos. This pueblo was a mission of the College of Santa 
Cruz. It has a great deal of good water. It has a priest of 
the iasiiikiaieiia dvi the most illustrious Sefor of Guadalajara 


3 
appoints. It has an alcalde mayor, whom the Governor of 


o 


* 


Monterey appoints. Some Spaniards and civilized people are 
enrolled as citizens in it. It has a church adorned decently, 
adequate lodgings, and a good olimate. This is situated at 

La Punta de la Sierra of the mines of La Boca de Leones, from 
those of Yguana, and those of the little valley of Talcotolote 
These are theglast hills on this road to the Province of Texas, 
which is north of Zacatecas. Here I stayed the 6th and 7th on 
account of a strong norther, to say mass on the holiday which 
occurred. & 

On the Sth I passed through Los Pozos, therough El Campanero 
and arrived at Mesquite, a place deserted,with good water which 
ig in the pools or ie 

On the Cth I passed through Los Magueyes, a deserted place, 
through El Corral del Indio, also deserted, and arrived at the 
Salinas or Salado River on whose banks is San Ambrosio, the 
living sinha al Turundarena. This river is very full and has 
&@ great deal of fish, pullones, piltones, vagre, trout, etc. 
and some with shells, as catanes, abujas, as also schrimps. 
Pearls are taken from this river, although they are not as good 
as those from the sea. Its banks are baautiful, pleasing, 
and luxuriant. Tta trees are willow, sabine, and mesquite, 
and others and,are very high and dense. This river is crossed 
in a canoe. I remained there the 10th day on account of the 
strong norther, which broke loose. Here I received confession 


from some people, both men and women. Water bad. 
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On the llth I arrived at El Charco Indio, a deserted place, 
The water is fair, and there are woods of mesquites, palms, 
guisache, "crganos", "tasajos® and cats claw, very dense 
chaparrals, and ebony. In these woods are raised a large 
drove of horses, which, on perceiving people, flee hastily 
to hide themselves in the underbrush. 

On the 12th I passed through various woods with the same 
trees I mentioned the day before, with some maguey. There 
are Indians of the half .wild.::-.5 Carrizos nation, raising 
and living on maguey, vipers, dormice, rabbits, and other 

of the wood. 

weed animals, I passed various narrow footpaths through the 
dense and closed part of the forest, where travellers pass 
one by one because they can not go by pairs, over La Loma 
Blanca, and arrived at Las Estacas, a rancho which is on the 
bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, on whose banks are many 
rancherias of Carrizos Indians. This river hag many fish, 
piltones, pullones, vagre, etc. Its tank:1s pleasing although 
not of great OO Si Here I baptized a Carrizo Indian in- 
fant, who was dying, named it Manuel Jose,and entrusted it to 
its godfathers, who were the stewards of that rancho, in order 
that they might educate him in case he lived. There were three 
other Indians of the same nation which they brought me from 
the woods, who were unbaptized, a young fellow of about eighteen 
or twenty and two girls oneabout fourtsen and the other about 


gsixteen. Since they were not instructed or catechized in our 
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holy faith and not having the opportunity, I did not baptize 
them there. I sent them to the priest of the village of 
Laredo, which is about ten leagues from here up the river, in 
order that he might catechize and baptize them. Here I also 
received the confession of various men and women. The water 
of this river is good. 

On the 13th I arrived at Dolores, the horse, mule, cattle, 
and sheep hacienda of Don Joseph Borrego, on the bank of El 
Rio dei Norte, which I crossed in a boat, with a very good sail. 
It belongs to the government of Nuevo Santander of the Mexican 
Gulf. The Father Preacher Alderete was waiting for me here, 
and I remained the sixteenth day. I passed Ash Wednesday 
where several men and women confessed themselves and received 
the sacrament of the Eucharist. There I said mass three days 
and gave ashes to several people. Here I met Fray Francisco 
Sedano, Procurador and Conductor of the interior missions of 
the province of Texas, who came to receive me with an escort 
of eight soldiers @hom Senor Don Hugo Oconor of the presidio 
of San Antonio de Yexar sent, and four armed Indians from the 
mission of Sehor San Joseph whom the Father President Fray 
Ramires de Arellano sent to escort me and guard me because 
from here the danger from the Indians commenced. I observe 
that from Zacatecas to this Rio Grande del Norte there are about 
ee] leagues, more cr less, as it seems to me. The direction 


of the journey is to the north. There are many woods of palms, 
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evergreen oaks, mesquites, huisaghes, runas, maguey, "scrconoscles' 
visnagas, tasajas, lettuces, and other thorny plants; also 
"Sovernadora" and ebony. 

The animals are numerous, large herds of antelopes, now 
and then a deer, rabbits, some squdrrels, wolves, coyotes; 
birds, sparrows, hawks, "tecolotes", crows, "sopilote", who 
break bones, quail in abundance, small parrots, macaws; in La 
Popa de Boca de Leones and Tlascala, many sparrows, also extremely 
many sensoncles; and in the forest which there is from Boca de 
leones to La Punta de Lampazos abound also little tigers, virgin 
nightingales, pheasants, and many other flying animals which I 
do not know, thrushes, "zanates",turtle doves and many varic:s 
tihers, calendar larks, eto. e 

On the 16th I arrived at El CHarco de Rosario. The road 
ie over extended hills and sandy ground. The water is 
fair. 5 

On the 17th I continued the journey over other extended 
hills and sandy ground until enterinzs a wood which is not 
very thick, but nevertheless sufficiently grown with oaks, 
live oaks, some palms, Indian fig trees, huisaches, mesquites, 
and other wild forest plants. The country has gcod soil ty 
which it is known to be very fertile. At the end of this wood 
and out of it as much as three leagues, I arrived at Salado, 
a place depopulated, as are the rest. The water of this place 
is fair. From here is the country of the Apaches and Liranes. 
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On the 18th I journeyed through many extended hills 
with very pretty stones which they call little Chinese 
(Chinitas), throvgh spacious plains in which there are ” 


now and then growthsof live oak trees, mesquites, and indian 
tunales:: , and I arrived at the place of San Casimiro, which 
is without a wood or hill. The water is fair in all these 
places. From El Rio Grande there are many and uncommon forms 
Of vipers. Here a hard norther began with raining and snowing 
and a strong wind, and since the place was without shelter or 
defence, I was obliged to go out in the bad storm to seek 
shelter where there was a wood. 
| amid rain and snow 

On the 19th I set out with-it-reining- and swewing, through 
extended and bare hills, passed by a place which is called 
La Retamita, and arrived at a place they called Senor San 
Joseph, which although deserted, has protection from a grove 
of mesquites, large huisaches and tunales. There I remained, 
the norther having continued, until the twenty-second day and 
it was so viclent and raw, that except when I resolved to 
place the burning wood in the campaign tent I ramble. about 
and suffer with the cold. Here I said mass with the refleot- 
ion of the fire which only the great fires round about the 
entrance make. Thus I could say it with some ease. The 
water of this place from pools and lakes is fair. 16 

On the 22nd I set out from this place. The mule fell 


with me; however I was not hurt. I passed over bared and 
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rolling country with some walnut and live oak trees and many 
thick growths so very much grown up that the soldiers went 
destroying and cutting with their short swords. I arrived 
at the place of Las Tabalitas. The water was as bad as in 
those before. It is the country of the Apeche and Pipanes who 
abound in these places, and if they are neglected they cause 
a great deal of trouble, stealing what the: can and killing 
the people if they have the pkace and opportunity. & 

On the 23d I passed through the places of Mesquite, 
Arroyo Blanco, and La Mota. There are many woods of mesquites, 

live oak 

palms, tunales, chaparros, wild,and other trees in which there are 
many wild boars, wild cats, vipers, and other animals. I 
arrived at the Nueces River, which was full although the water 
is bad. Ite banks are very pleasing and luxuriant. There are 
many fish, vagre, sardines, piltontes and pullones. From the 
Rio Grande del Norte to there is the Apache country. Here the 
Father Fray Joseph Escovar sent me provisions. 

On the 24th I rassed through Leona where reverend Father 
Fray Joseph Escovar came out to receive me with eix armed men. 
I passed over rolling country, through very Fleasing plains, 
through woods of live cek and other trees, although bey 


are not very thick, and I arrived safe at Agua Dulce. 
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Here the Senor Captain of La Bahia del Espiritu Santo Don 


Francisco Tovar came out to receive me with ten soldiers. 
Here I said mass, it being St Matthias day, 

On the 25th I passed through Puentecitas, through El 
Cunillo and through El Mugero. Here the fathers Fray Francis- 
co Joseph Lopez and Fray Ygnacio Lamuza came out to receive 
me. I continued through plains, hills, and sparee but green 
and pleasing Toreste. I arrived at the rancho of the mission 
of Santisimo Rosario. Good water. It is ettuated close by 
the bank of the San Antonio River, which is full. Its banks 
and edges are very luxuriant, pleasing and covered with many 
trees, sabines, willows, walnuts, live oaks, and many others 
in abundanoe. It contains fish, vagres, pil®ones, pullones, 
mOjarras, eels, and many others. Here the Senor Captain of La 
Bahia del Espiritu Santo remained keeping me company while I 
stayed. 

On the 26th I passed through a puerto which they called 
El Guardian, through three others, and I arrived at the missig 
of Santisimo Rosario into which its minister received me with 
very careful attention. The Indians who had remained at the 
mission; because many went fleeing into the en and on the 
Seashore; painting themselves with red lead, came out to re—- 
ceive me for the feast of the journey. I named this day and 
designated father predicadar Fray Ignacio Lanuza seoretary of 
the inspection. He accepted the trust with pleasure. The 
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The captain of La Bahia remained and placed a picket of 
soldiers who should guard day and night. This mission is 
neatly finished throughout. It has good water from the San 
Antonio de Bexar River. The country is very pleasing and 
luxuriant, as I shall say afterwards, even if the climate is 
very bad, unhealthy, hot and humid. The wind is southerly, 
8Aa everything is damp even within the dwellings, as if they 
placed the wearing apparall in the water, and even the walls 
from the inside shed water in drops as it it were raining. 3 
On the 27th mass was sung very solemnly to our most Holy 
Prelate Maria de Guadalupe in act of thanks for my happy arrival. 
I despatched the commission of inspection to the Sefor Governor 
Don Hugo Oconor who was found in the presidio San Antonio de 
Bexar and to the father president of these missions, Fray 
Padre Ramires de Arellano, who was in the mission of Senor 
San Joseph. 6 


Real Presidio © 
On the 2&th I went to dine at the predidic-camp of La 


Bahia del Espiritu Santo on the invitation which its captain 
gave me, and the fathers Ganuza and Lopez, brother Franoisco 
Sedano, brother Antonio Casas (this one I brought from the 
alms-house of Boca de Leones in order that he might accompany 
me on the inspection. He received us with great homor and 
ostentation, with a change of cannon reserved for company, 


four shots at the arrival and three in the afternoon at our 


to tedotaq a beosf{dy bas bentsmet si~-: | i ee 
at moleetm atdT .tdsin bos vab bie. , .... 2. 2M Lianslo 
1s2 edS mort tetvaw booy est SI .guont «wtih a. fil. wese 
bas gileselq yrev al vitayvoo enT 1 i ret. SL 
af otamiio edt tft neve ,abisawiesvts yse .- 5.31 2 = .s tba . 


.Yitetdsvoea ef batw edT .bimut bas to” .°°*.. ar eS 


Youd tL es ,agnitilewd odd atddiw neve veer ei el fe ed 


- 


allaw edy neve bus .tefaw edd al ([Late--. = flim * 60) yar 


« eRg&tiatat stow ti ti es agowb at tets ue eS yteiet. Gak ha 


wloH veom iwwo ot yinmefos yiev gms eswis'. : ifs t ith 7 


» 


'$1%s Yqqad ym tot esdnad? io gos uk pqul:. .. 2. nsw’ nena 
fteved tome? edt ot aottoegent to aotasis..n feu. cw SE 
ob olmodaA aso ofblastq adit ak basot an Gan Vier of 8 ake 


Yast. ,andoieeta eaed? to tnebleseita tt $327 = SF Ve AeeSa 


tolte2 to aotesim ait of esw odw .omsi-gst’iA ¢ dead) ee ct 
J | it bu 4 
_ ac 
wb aps owen se $e pee Sg by 3 Bt en a a a 
ae ee eee Pee ae YR a, hess Po ee ee ees eS 
ra Se a Una e x < hse ik eee t t ve 
3 4 4 be y = € , rs eer “ 
fe . ie al os . -. ". 
SMS A rt Se ust gt Sy i 38 See B we 
‘ ed r is et - i i ' -- _ 
‘ fg , « it eek. wer, Ee. 4- 3 tt 


md Se Live 
Digitized by Google 


as) 


departure. The table was very liberal, rich and abundant, 
displaying itself in ever, way with princely magnificence 
and wealth. 

On the 29th I said the mass of inspection and inepected 
the church and vestry and the whole mission. 

Maroh. | 

On the let I continued the inspection, performing what 
has to do with it, and the second the same. 

On the 3d the same. This day the Seffor Captain came 
to see me and remained to dine and at night thirty-three 
families of the Indians of the mission, who acted timidly, 
came, whom I received with pleasure and affection. 

On the 4th, I concluded the inspection of this mission of 
Rosario. <A sharp norther commenced and last this day and the 
fifth. 

The judgment which I formed of this mission of Nuestra 
Eantisima de Rosario is, aa I now wake with respect to its 
property, good. It has its two stallions, some forty gentle 
horses, thirty gentle mules, twelve saddled, five thousand 
black cattle, two hundred milk cows, and seven hundred head of 
sheep. The buildings and habitations for the padre and minis- 
ters, as well as for the Indians and soldiers, are good and 
adequate. Its stookade of large and strong timbers, is very 
good. The church is very decent, of good wood and plastered 


with mud on the inside, trimmed and roofed with good beams 
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beams and shingled so that it is as a dome. Its adornment is 
very neat and clean. The sacred ornamental vessels are neat, 
the pulpit, confessional, and altar utensils and all things 
pertaining to the divine worship a@e very good, in place, and 
in due form and order, as also is its baptismal font with its 
silver shell, the hour glass of silver for the holy extreme 
Unction. It has oisterne of rain water,for one cannot draw 
from the river, because it is very deep and walled up, nor 
oan they oarry it from another part because there is none, 
where this mission was founded in the year 1754. The minister 
of it who is, as I have said above, Fray Joseph Escovar, works 
much for ite improvement, increase, and advancement. He coon- 
ducts himself with the Indians with a great deal of lowe, charity, 
gentleness, and in mild manner. He has them work,.teaches . 
them to pray,tties to catéechise them by inetruoting them 

in civilization and the rudiments of the Holy Faith. He helps 
and aide them as he can in all their needs bodily and spiritual, 
giving them things to eat and to wear. After evening before 
the Orison of the night, at the ringing of the bell, he gathers 
all, young and old, into the semeterio, where he has them pray 
the Orisons and the Christian doctrine, and he expaine and 
tries to instruct them in the mysteries of our holy faith, ex-~ 
horting them to the observance of the commandments of God and 


our holy mother the church, and tgpaching them the necessary 
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things for salvation. Saturdays he gathers them together 

to pray the rosary with ite mysteries and to wash and sing. 
Sundays and holidays he has them pray the orisons and the | 
doctrine before mass, and afterwards he preaches to them ex- 
plaining the doctrine and what they should know and understand. 
If he gives orders to punish those who need it, it is with 

due moderation without exceeding the limite of charity and 
paternal correction, not degenerating into cruelty and tyrany 
but only for the chastizement of offences and excesses. 

The Indians among whom this mission was founded are, 
Coxanes, Guapites, Carancaguases and Coopanes, although at 
present there are few from this nation since more of them 
are in the forests or on the bank of some river of the many 
which are in these parts, or with other nations which ars 
friends and confederates on the seashore whose distance 
from this mission is thirteen or fourteen leagues to the east 
of it. They are all barbarous, lazy, weak, indolent, are also 
so fond of dainties and gluttoneus that they eat meat almost 
raw, underdone, or tg ene blood. The men prefer 
to suffer naked and unsheltered,which they do not suffer when 
in the mission where the father assists them in everything, in 
eating, dressing, and other necessities, and in convenééenees 
by being in the woods or on the beaoh at their liberty and 
giving themselves to leisure and all kinds of vices, especially 
to thas: of ee a thieving, robbery, and danoing, which is 


common to all. 
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They are very much given to the dances, which they call 
"mitotes" of which for some there are feasts and merry makings 
and others are sad and mournful. They are distinguished one 
from another by the instruments which they play for them. In 
the feasts they play a little drum which they make from a 
tortise shell or with a half calabash or a French "obla"® and 
a pipe of common reed grass and a “ayacasyal’. The sad rites 
with some inetruments which they call the "cayman" are very 
dispassionate and melancholy with excessive sadness and horrible 
screams accompanied with grimacing visages and extraordinary 
Waddlinzs, jumping and hopping in a circle. For this mitote 
a wie Nene is kindled and they dance round about,going 
found the bonfire without ceasing day and night. And these 
mnototes last three days and three nights into which the Indian 
women do not enter but are retired near by the mitote fearful 
and melancholy with their hair over their faces, sadly shouting 
and assisting. The Indian men in these dances: seem like demons 
by the grimaces that they make. Those who en 
(which is to be painted with vermillion and on other occasions 
with black} have eyes flashing and inflamed. They have various 
saints to whom they dedicate there mitotes. One is the god, 


Pichini, another the saint Mel. They petition these with their 
superstitious dances for freedom from or triumph over their 


enemies or good success in their campaigns or abundant harvests 


+ orn 
. 
* 
¥ 
as 
. 7 , . 
4 
- 
. 
1 on) 
te 
* 
’ . ' 
- 
° 
- ' 
*» a ~ rs 
7 ‘ 
a . * ' 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
. - - 
B) 
’ 
eo 
- 
‘ 
. 
+ ~~ a= 
4 
“ 
rT ’ 
+ Cane *t 
oo; re - »* 
* 
- ” 
a * 
’ tee 
oF + 
ry 


ob 


. * 
* ey % eo - 
. . 
’ 
Oye rr . . 
7 + - Z a ~ 
cal 
* . ’ 
* 
7 
e q a 
- rs 
+ ~ 
- . - ee 
= : ‘ - = 
‘ * ' i 
£ 1 ‘i ‘ 
-«@ z, ms * 
+ . . 
* a 
_ = + &» ~ 
7 * 
- - 
' . 
ee ke ~ ~e oe 
- 4 -* 
7 ‘ . 7 ~ | 
‘ ‘ a ¢ ~ 
* 
an) - 
a fe ok o Ne es 
> : - 
. 4 
. ° . of 
qt \ 
1 ery ; te 4 € 
- . we _ -” - 7 
. . 
+ ' , 
o- 
: ’ 4 ae 
. 
- e ae 
ae e@.- 
+ “ 
- ’ “ tc - 
tee = a& .w - - 
a e . 
« . 
‘ “4 
. _ ~ ee ry - 
. 
* - i 
ee 
- . -« 
. 
. 
@ .- , ~ 
+ 
a- er . * , 
. i ~& 
ia) 


€ 
‘ : 
P r 
, 7 4 
+ . . . 
. 
t 
— 
Fs 4 
e ‘ % 


‘ 
- 
~ - - — 
Ps 7 ery 
vd . 
; 4 
. 
A . 
. 
‘ s 
_ to. 
’ 
et. ~~ 
\ 
’ 
. «- 
+ 
. » = S 8 
7 \ 
- 
» . 
t 
¢ *, e 
t . ~” 
a 
. 
de 
4 a 


i 


“t 


* 


* 
4 
’ 
a +. 
4 
~ 4 
~ 
+ 
r 
+. 
‘ 
. 
« 
< 
s 


- 


“. 


. 


ak 


49 


in their cornfields or an abundance of deer, buffalos, or 
bears. They have their priests which they call "commas" 

and their captains and chiefs which they oall *tamas" for 

which there are many candidate Indians, who give extraordinary 
reasons in order to be accepted such as scraping themselves 
from head to foot with some combs of spines from the seafish 
causing themselves to shed much biood, and retiring to the 

land which is full of reed ities, Sea keep themselves without 
cating by fasting many days when they come out thin, feeble and 
almost dead. . 

Speaking of all the Indians of this provinoe of Texas in 
common with all the nations which inhabit it, whether they be 
of the mission, live in the forests, or the seaside, they all 
marry. Those of the mission who are instructed by a church 
ceremony according to the command of our mother church, those 
who are not, by natural pact, but it is with many abuses, 
so that in order that they do not do it in the missions great 
care is necessary and that the ministers be vigilant. ‘They 
exchange and barter their women; if the woman of another 
Suits one he gives him his and something to boot, and they 
exchange and make trades with them. They lend them to their 
ftiends in order that they may use them. They sell them for 
a horse, for guns, powder, shot, for millions of glass beads, 
and for other things whioh they esteem. Although the Indian 


men are so cruel, the Indian women are very modest, for from 
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the time they are born, put on a breech clothe ®de eno o pastle" 
with which they modestly hide their bodies, and they keep it 
On until death, removing it when necessary. They are all 
striped over the whole body forming with the stripes different 
figures, now of animals, now of birds, now of flowers. These 
are married and"coreptos® but the maidens have only a very little 
stripe from the forehead to the chin which is orossed at a 
point on the nose and the middle of the lips. All the Indians 
both male and female are disfigured save one or two who are 
pretty. In the woods and on the coast the Indian men go about 
totally naked. The women are always modestly covered. They 
are very sagacious and observing. Smokes are their messengers, 
some of one kind to call themselves together, and another 
in order to flee, and others to give notice of something unusual. 
smoke is sent from them which are so spaced as to send it to 
another of an equal distance. These send it to those which 
follow and in a short time it is known, and the unusual thing 
whioh is in the province is foreseen. 

They are cruel, inhuman, and ferocious. When one nation 
makes war on another, that which conquers puts all the old 
men and women to the sword. The babies are carried away for 
prévisions in order ate may go away eating. They sell 
the children and the terge men, ti: 18302 women, and they 


carry the young, unmarried women with them in order that they 
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may serve them, save one or two which they reserve in order 
to dance it to the gods and the saints, which is executed 
in this way» They stick a pole in the wicia ohie Sian are 
going to perform the mitote and kindle a huge bonfire tying 
on the. pole the victim which they have for the dance or 
sacrifice; they all join hands together and on beginning to 
play the disagreeable “cayman” they commence to dance and 
skip making many grimaces and wery fierce faces with dismal 
and exceesive ories. With knives well sharpened in their 
hands, danoing and leaping they approach the victim and ott 
a piece from his body. They thay co to the fire and half 
Zoast it, and in the vicinity of the sufferer they eat it 
with great relish and thus they go on tearing it to pieces 
and quartering it until they olear it of flesh and it dies. 
They remove the hair of the head with the skull and place it 
@ll on a pole in order to carry it with triumph in the dance. 
They do not cast the bones away, but divide them among each 
other and him that plays, they go about sucking them until 

/ they almost consume them. They do the same with the religious 
and Spanish if they find any. Others they hang by the feet 
and place the fire beneath them and thus they are roasted 
and eaten; for others they take some large sticks a finger 
in thickness from "ocote" and "somonque"® of which there is 
much, and cover the victim with them and afterwards set fire 


to it and thus they roast it and eat it. For others they 
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do not use a knife to tear into pieces but they tear it with 
their sharp teeth and they are eaten raw. In the forests 
they support and sustain themselves on horses, miles, mares, 
deer of whioh they are many, Mexican bulls whioh abound, 
antelopes, bears, rabbits, hares, rate, dormice, and wher > 
other four footed animals, with snakes, vipers, with wild 
turkeys, geese, ducks, hempartridges, cranes, quail, and 
other birds which are in the oountry. And on the banks 

and edges of the rivers; with fist of every kind, which 

are in abundance; in the mission with bulls and cows. And 
maize is given to them who cook it in order to eat it, be- 
cause they do not make little cakes on acoount of the lack 
of "metates" in which to grind it, and earthen pans. These 
ave so scarce that every metate is worth twenty-five pesos. 
They are very dirty, stinking, and pestiferous and give off 
from their bodies such an odor that it turns ones stomach. 
They are fond of foul oe eee stinking and pestiferous 
things, for the odor of the serr4iie, which they also eat 

ie their pleasure. They pierce the cartilage of their noses 
and the ends of the ears to hang on their beads, little 
shells, and small sea snails. .Rumas of many oolors abound in 
this country, which the <ucncondieee call "monanguia® . These 
go out with the Indians on the campaigns so they may use 
them to steal the horses and mules which are stolen while they 


face them who go out to release them. 
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The reasons why these Indians are not conquered and brought 
together in the missims and the congregated flee to the 
forests to the banks of the rivers and to the sea side, are 
many and different, although they are not the same for all, 
but one for some, and another for others. One is their natur- 
al inconstanoy and feeble will; by fleeing from their subject- 
ion and work; then they love and cherish a toe tt Oe and 
freedom on account of their repugnance and aversion to the 
things of our holy faith, for divine things, and for the obser- 
vance of our our holy commandments and supreme precepts; anoth- 
er for their half cowardice and meanness which is natural among 
them. They hold the other nations their enemies and rivals, 
imagining and judging that in these places they are free and 
secure from their cruelties, blows and tyranies; another through 
the neglect of the military chiefs in getting het together, 
resisting and punishing when they flee, and following and search- 
ing for them in order to bring them back to it; and at the time 
they ae: brane them back they Pigs ae them any punishment which 
serwé@ ;: them as a restraint and causes them to fear in order 
that they do not again flee nor abandon, nor leave the mission; 
and although they are cowards and pusdllenimous;, they 
boast and brag of strength and bravery, for which they suffer 


naked in the most burning sun and they walk without cover- 


ing themselves, nor taking a hat. In the winter when 


it.°-5 snows and hails so much that the waters of the rivers, 
pools, lakes, swamps, and brooks freeze up, they go out from 
the rancheria, at daybreak, and go to bathe breaking the ice 
with their bodies and they do all this to show that they are 
brave, ... strong and vigorous. When they go out on a campaign 
they carry with them a certain herb of which they only have 
knowledge and they do not desire or have they desired to teach 
it to the Spaniards. With it they stop and hold the blood 

of their wounds and even though they wound themselves they 
keep up fighting, since they do not faint from the flow of 
blood, because they stop and hold it with it. Other things 
more particular I am going to point out further. The above 
pertain to some in common and others in particular of those 

of this mission although the most are pertinent to all the 
Nations who inhabit this vast, remote, and expansive province 


of Texas. I now continue my diary. 
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On the 6th I passed on to the mission of Bahia del Espiritu 


Santo; forty armed Indians set out on horseback in two ranks 
making a skirmish, to receive me. It minister, the father 
the Father Preacher 

preacher, bi-Padre-predigas, Fray Francisco Lopez received me 

with much attention and solemity. This mission is as 1 will 

talk about and describe later.2 | | 
On the 7th I said the inspection mass afterwards visited 

the mission part: by pdert and I received a letter from the 


Senor Captain of the fresidio, Don Francisco Tovar, which 
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contained various subjects. On the eighth, I answered the 
letter, answering all his points. I continued the said ine 
spection and in the afternoon the said captain set out fo: 
fish and desired that the soldiers return without confessing 
themselves, which I would not permit, because there was no 
cause, reason, or necessity for it. 

On the 9th, I continued the inspection and doing those 
things oonneoted with it. 

On the llth I finished the inspeotion and went to say 
good -byeto the president. 

The condition which this mission of La Bahia detEspiritu 
Santo is in is as follows. This mission is better than the 
preceding one of Sanfiisimo Rosario. It is situated on the 
banks of the San Antonio de Bexar River, which is full of 
running water as I have said and has pleasant banks and many 
fish. Near by the Royal presidio, which is no more than half 
the distance across the river which is crossed in a canoe, is 
the church which is smaller than that of Rosario, but large 
enough. The ornaments, sacred vessels, and all that pertains 
to the divine worship, are very clean, neat, and in proper 
order. In this mission in an inside oratorio was for a long 
time the most Holy Sacrament by leave and permission of fhe 
most illustrious and reverend Bishop of Guadalajara who enter- 
ed and visited this mission and granted this permission. 

All the Indians of this mission continually guard the most 
Holy day and night, and at the door, of.the oratory is the 
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lamp of nut oil of which this SeHor highly approved. The 

manufactories and houses for the religious, as well as for 
the soldiers and Tdiaaiey, care suitable and decent and have 
the necessary worka. 

The minister of this mission works with great zeal and 
care for its preservation and increase, materially a great 
deal, spiritually muoh se ail them to pray and ex~ 
Plaining to them the Christian doctrine and the mysteries 
of our holy faith, things necessary for their salvation. He 
gathers them together daily and frequently at the ringing 
of the bell. He assists them with love and oharity, material- 
ly by giving them things to eat and wear, spiritually by 
teaching them commandments and to be good Christians. He 
does not allow any criminality and commands the wrong doers, 
defectives, and rebels to be punished. He has them work 
and live in civilization. In short he educated and instructed 
them as he oan in order to fulfill his duty. Although the 
ministers in the missions which the king, our master (May God 
bless him) pays are two at present, there is only one who 
has to do with the administration of the Royal presidio. He 
says two masses on the holidays, one in the mission and the 
obher in the presidio, and he also preaches and explains the 
doctrine of the cross on the feast days. The property which 


this mission has consists of eight herds, four jacks, many 
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he-mules, as many as one hundred gentle horses, seventy gentle 
mules, thirty saddle horses, fifteen hundred head of sheep, 

two hundred yokes of large oxen, seed for sowing of maize; al- 
though all are watered by rain because they hate on other 

water, nor can it be drawn from the river ..0f from another 

place by which the cornfield can be watered in place of rain. 
They plant cotton, watermelons, and melons, good and abundant 
sweet potatoes or Spanish potatoes. Peaches,"priscos" "melocotone 
and figs are grown. There are many plows, plow-shares, hoes, 
spades, crowbars, and all the tools for work. 

The nation of Indians with whom this mission was founded 
are the Tarnames, Tamiques, Piguincanes, and Manos de Perro. 
Among all these are probably about three hundred, old and 
young and of both sexes. There are as many as sixty-five 
braves, thirty with arms and thirty-five with bows and arrows, 
spears and cutlasses. These Indians are better civilized and 
cleaner than those of the Mission Rosario; they even do not 
eat horse, or any other animal which is not slaughtered from 
such as cattle, deer, buffalos, bears, turkey, ducks, quail, 
geese, pattridge, vagre, robalo, or other fishes. In the 
main these Indians have the same customs, inclinations, usages, 
and vices as those of the Mission of Rosario and the rest of 
the province of Texas. In order to take them away from these 
Indians and that they may forget their pagan dances and dia- 


bolical mitotes, the ministers have taught them some dances 
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(and the same to those of the Mission of Rosario) after the 
fashion of the country abroad, which they have learned very 
well to the playing of the violin and guitar, for which 

they have suitable, very good and beautiful dresses, with 
their plain hats, masks, and"ayacastles" by which the 
mitotes and heathen dances have been somewhat forgotten. I 
say somewhat, because when the ministers are careless they 
go out into the forests to dance them, for which they are 
punished with moderation and temperance. The Reverend Fathe 
Margil founded this mission in the year 1717. The baptisms 


which it has verforned from ita foundations are 623, and 


burials 278. The Mission of Rosario was founded in the year. 


1754 and has baptized about two hundred, has buried 110, and 
has married 35 with the church ceremony. I continue my 
diary. 2 

On the l2th I returned to the Mission of Rosario in 
order to take from here the journey to that of San Joseph. 
On the thirteenth day I remained in the eaid Mission of 
Fosario. 2 

On the 14th day in the morning I went to the presidio 
camp and in the afternoon set out and went to the rancho of 
the Mission of El Fosario. Here the Senor Captain sent me 
eight soldiers and six armed Indians to accompany me and the 
minister of the Mission of La Bahia. rf 

On the 15th I passed through the rancho of Senor San 


Jcseph who is the captain of La Eahia. I,travelled over 
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sloping hills almost to the bank of the San Antonio de Bexar 
they are 

River in order to reach the trees and woods, although ,not 
thick, and I arrived at La Escondida. ¥ater good and place 
good on the edge of a thick wood with t&ees. : le 

On the 16th I passed through La Parrita, through the 
Rancho of Capote, which is on the bank of the San Antonio 
River, then La Mora Rancho of the Mission of San Juan Capis- 
trano on the bank of the same river and arrived at the farm 
of Father Cardenas also on the bank of the river. The journey 
was through bare, sloping hills, through very numerous level 
fields, through some woods, of live oaks, mesquites, huisaches, 
not very thick, and the soil is very fruitful, good and 
fertile. 

On the 17th I passed through the Rancho of Las Cabras 
on the bank of the same San Antonio Fiver, through La Mota 
and Arroyo del Padre Nariano. I crossed the said river and 
arrived at San Juan Capistrano among the woods and valleys. 16 

On the 1th I crossed the River Salddo del Paso of the 
San Antonio River close by the Mission of San Juan Capistrano. 
Here the father president of the Missions of Queretaro, K ray 
Asis@los Valverde the Reverend Fathers Humiel Zarate and 
"Ramirez set out to receive me with many people and company 
with whom I arrived as the well known Mission of Saint Joseph, 
where they received me with much ostentation and grandeur. The 
afternoon of this day Senor Don Hugo Oconor of the order of 


Alcantara, Governor and Captain-general of the province of 
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Texas, came to visit me with many gifts and honors. vi 

On the 19th day a mass of thanksgiving for my arrival 
was sung and afterwards I laid the foundation and the firet 
stones for the church which was beginning to be built in 
this mission. Don Hugo de O'@onor laid one and I the other. 
The church is going to be made of stone and mortar fifty varas 
long and ten varas wide with its transept. 

On the 20th day I went to the Presidio of San Antonio de 
Bexar to compliment Seffor Don Hugo Oégonor, the captain of it, 
Don Luis Minchaca and the Seflor Priest of the encomienda. 

In the afternoon I crossed the river in a canoe and went to 
the Mission of San Antonio de la Santa Cruz de Queretaro; 
from there I passed to that of La Concepcion which is some 
two leagues down the river, and from there I returned to that 
of Seflor San Joseph. The banks and edges of the river, very 
pleasing, luxuriant, and covered with many high and different 
trees, sabines, popularg, walnuts, eto; the road from the 
presidio is hilly of mesquites, huisaches, oak, live oak. The 
river has a great deal of fish, caciee pullones, pilontes, 
mojarras, sardines, eels and others. In these forests from 
the Mission of La Bahia to San Antonio there are many herds 
of cattle and horses,many animals, deer, wolves, coyotes, 
rabbits, now and then a lion, some mountain wild-cats, and 
wild toars. On the banks of the river herons, ducks, geese 
turkeys, quail, some partridges, sparrow-hawks, eagles, owls, 


and "tecolofes" which do not sine as well as those abroad. 
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They have others which sing, and other birds with which I am 
not acquainted. & 

On the 2lst I began the inspection of the Mission of 
Seffor San Joseph. I said the inspection mass and visited 
the whole mission, all the work-shops, which I found all 
very good and in correct shape and order, as I will say 
later, | 

On the 22nd I continued the inapection. The 23rd and 
24th the same. 

On the 25th the same, and Don Hugo de O'@onor came by 
on the way to Los Adages. 

On the 26th the said Senor Don Hugo set out and I went 
to escort ier wad went to the Mission of San Juan Capistrano 
and to that of La Espada to see its fathers. 2 

On the 27th I continued the inspection and the 2th and 
eSth, the same. 

On the 30th, being Agh Wednesday, I suspended the inspect- 
ion. 

On the 3lst, Holy Thursday, I said the mass in which all 
the religious and many of the mission Indians joined. 

| April. 

On the lst, Good Friday, I went to the Mission of the 
Concepéion to perform the solemn church service. 

On the end, Holy Saturday, I finished the inspection of 
this Mission of SeHor San Joseph, and went to say good-by to 


the fathers of the Missions of Queretaro. 
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On the 3rd I had a letter in which they informed me of 
the outrages and transgressions of the Captain of the Bahia 
del Espiritu Santo, Don Francisco Tovar, accused of having 
detained the Indians of the Mission of Rosarion without al~ 
lowing them to go to their mission, having tried to do the 
same with the Indians of Espiritu Santo, although these did 
not want to, of having seized and placed in the guard room 
the sexton of the mission, who lent to him on Holy Thursday 
the ornaments of the mission without desiring him to return 
them, and of being actually against the minister of the 
mission and the captain of Orcoquisac, Don Melchor Afan de 
Rivera. 3. 

On the 4th I remained in the Mission of Sehor San Joseph. 
The 5th also, through the days of the Passover. 

On the 6th the pack train with the provisions of the 
interior missions set out. I remained in order to follow 
afterwards and overtake it. The condition in which this 
Mission of Senor San Joseph de San Miguel de Aguayo as i. 
have ere it in the days of the inspection which I 
have personally made this year of 1768, is as followay 

The mission is neat, beautiful, and as equally well 
builded in material as in shape; in the spiritual, as the 
cemnaies, “Gaul that I have no words of hyperboles with which 
to declare its beauty. Materially it ia built in a perfect 
equare of stone and lime. Each side is of two hundred and 


twenty varas; each side has its door,and on>-the opposite cor- 
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ners the round towers, each one guarding the two sides. The 
houses of the Indains are butit opposite the wall, of five or 
six varas in length and four in width, inside of which they 
have their little kitchen of four varag in length, It has the 
chimney,she gun-loft which they fill in order to defend them- 
selves from their enemies, the granary, of stone and mortar; 
three meta It has workshops where rough woolen blankets 
and other very good cloth of cotton, which is made much and of 
wool, the carpenter shop, the iron works, the tailor shops, 
the smelter for burning limestone and bricks, and water ex- 
tractors so copious and abundant that it seems like a small 
sini Then it has a canal, with many fish, which irrigates 
many very fertile fields sown tc grain. All are enclosed for 
more than a league and are planted to maize, frijoles, beans, 
lentils, melons, watermelons, peaches, sweet potatoes, Spanish 
potatoes, cane of Castile, 6f\all/ which is produced. So large 
and plentiful are these harvests that this mission gives abund- 
antly to others, to the presidios of San Antonio, San Saba, El 
Orcoquisac, and Los Adaes. It has an orchard in which every 
leguminous plant and many fruit trees are grown, especially 
some peaches, some about a pound in weight. 

Although at present this mission kas no churoh, it is 
being Sulit very well of stone and mortar. That which serves 
ag the church is come closed arches of the principal door of 


the minister's living house, which is adequate. The dwelling 
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is very sufficient with all the necessary workshops. The 
silver ornaments, the sacred vessels, the caibary, the reli- 
qQuary, the ornaments, and everything preliminary to the divine 
ser¥ice, are very good and in order, as are the baptismal 

font, the shell for extreme unction, saints, the holy water 
jar, and silver water eprinkley. This mission has some ten 

or twelve leagues from it a rancho which is ealled El Atascoso, 
where all the stock are, some ten droves of mares, four jacks, 
some thirty harnasses and some fifteen hundred yokes of oxen 
for farming, all the implements for it, such as plowshares, 
plows, mattocks, nose: spades, axes, bare, and everything necess- 
ary, and some five thoueand head of sheep. The Indians look 
after all these except that it is necessary for them to bs 
supervised by the whites in order that they care for and admin- 
ister it. The same Indians serve in the workshop, in carpenter 
shop, in the iron founday, in the tailor shop and the stone 
quarry. In short for everything connected with the missione 
they are ardorous and very clever laborers. These serve as 
muleteers, blacksmiths, cowboys, shepherds, and, in short for 
everything, since nothing is followed by another who is out of 
the ieuitee” The nations which whom this mission of Senor San 
Joseph y San Misuel de Aguayo was founded (in the) year 1716 or 
17 by the very Reverend Father Fray Antonio Margil de Jesus, 
are the Pampoas, Mesquites, Pastias, Camanas, Cacames, Canas, 
Aguastallos and Xaunaes. Including young and old of both 


sexes there are about three hundred and fifty adults, about 
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one hundred and ten skilled in using arms, forty-five: with 
guns, sixty-five with bow and arrow, spears and other arms. 
All the Indians male and female are well educated in civil- 
isation and Christianity. All know very well how to pray, 
know the Christian doctrine, the mysteries of our holy faith. 
All aaa the Castilian language, except those who come 
largely from the forest, and have remained uneducated and 
coarse; but all know how to pray and are baptized. Most of 
them have the faculty of knowing how to play, some on ea guitar, 
others on a violin, and others on a harp. They all have 
Pleasing voices and Sundays, the ninetwwnth day, and the feast 
days of Christ and the Most Holy Mary they draw out their 
rosaries, sing four parts, soprano, alto, tenor and basg, with 
their corresponding instruments so that it is a pleasure to- 
hear then. This takes place inside the walls and the armed 
Indians take it up in the middle and go in two lines for 
Security and as a greater precaution the sentinels go about 
Outside the walls and the mission on horseback in order to 
avold risk and danger which might occur in a country so danger- 
ous. All the Indians, male and female, know how to dance and 
Sing in the same way that the civilized people in the country 
round about do it. It can (not) be done with more dexterity 
and beauty. All are decently dressed, each one having two 
dresses, one for the work day and another better one for the 


feast day. The male Indians are not ugly and the female are 
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pretty and verv graceful save one or two who are 11]~deatuted 
and ugly. The Indians ocoupy themselves in the work which 
there is to do, the old men in making arrows for the sold 
iers, the Indian maidens in spinning, carding, and. cooking, 
the old men in fishing in order that the padres may eat, the 
boys and girls in going to school and praying at the proper 
time, since this mission is so well cultivated and taught, 

in order that the inclination of the Indians for their mitotes 
may be known. When the padres become careless, the Indians, | 
men and women, go out to the woods to their métotes and dance 
with the infidel Indians. This is watched carefully and pun- 
ished severely by those who catoh them at fault in it. All 
have high beds with large, rough, and good bed clothes of 
wool and cotton, woven in the manufactery of the mission, and 
their coverlets, and buffalo skins which serve them as a 
mattress. In short, the Indians of this mission are so well 
trained in civilization and worship that they who are among 
civilized people take the Indians of the country round about 
and many times they are converted and found to be as they. 
From ite foundation, which was laid as I have said in the 

year 1717 or 1716 F there have been 1054 baptisms, 288 marriages 
by the church, burials of adults as many as 359, varing 

error or mistake. What the ministers of this mission try to 
do is to attract the infidel Indians from the coast and those 
of the frontiers in order that by the example of those of 
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the mission they become reduced, taught, and educated like 
themselves. 

On the 7th I set out from the Mission of Senor San 
Joseph, with a strong norther,it raining, snowing, and 
hailing with a steady wind. I passed through the Mission 
of San Juan Capistrano, crossed the Salado River, which was 
not very high, and whose edges and banks are very beautiful 
and luxuriant with large and tufted trees, and arrived at 
El Charco de Quinones, a very good place on the edge of El 
Monte Grande or El Monte del Diablo, whioh is very thick and 
luxuriant. 

On the Sth a very bad, furious norther broke out, and I 
therefore remained in the same place together with the mili-~ 
tary escort and travelled some one hundred men who were go- 
ing to the presidio of Los Adaes. 

On the 9th it dawned fair. We set out, passed through 
Calaveras and arrived at Los Chayopines, a ford of the San 
Antonio River. The route between the Monte Grande and the 
said river is very hilly; the trees are sabines, willows, 
and walnuts, those of the bank of the river and of the edge 
of the wood, oak and live oak. We said mass and set up the 
Holy Cross. { 

On the 10th we passed through La Patauya, through Las 
Pajaritos, and arrived at Marcelino, an arroyo of good 
water with fish. This is a road through very pleasing and 


florid plains, covered with many and various) flowers, yellow, 
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red, violet, blue, white, buff-colored a"pastillados"; for 
the fields and plains produce so that they are adorned with 
a tapestry of flowers; and thyough these plains and hills 


om ho of 


a 


one finds the (canams\wild,and the wild marjoram; and through 
some strips and edges of woods of oak, live oak, walnuts, 
ash and many others. 16. 

On the llth we passed through the Rancho of San Bartolo, 
through the Guerra, through that of the Amoladeras, through 
&lroyos with good and sufficient water with fish, over luxu- 
Yriant and pleasing hills, and we arrived at the Rancho of 
Los Corralitos de Reyes, which is of the Mission of the La 
Bahia del Espiritu Santo where it has cattle and horses. 11 

On the leth we passed through a place which they call 
La Sinfonia, through a full arroyo with good water and many 
fish, which they call Deto and which maintain the cattle and 
horses of the Mission qf La Bahia, and we arrived at an arroyo 
whioh they called Cuchillo. Here we stopped. The road is 
through very green and pleasing hills and plains without any 
woods; some fish, vagres, majarras, and robalos. Here some 
armed Indians of the Mission of La Bahia, who were to accom 
pany me on my journey, arrived. | 

On the 13th we set out; the weather was very bad for 
us, there being a strong norther, with rain and snow, and 
after a little walking we stopped in some brush which they 


call Los Adaysernos close by which there is an arroyo of 


_ a 
x 
‘ 
* ' 
Cad 
* 
» ] 
s 
| ‘. 
ra 
. 
4 
‘ 
are 
te. 
cd 
‘ 
‘ 
a 


‘ 1 
w 
‘ 
vt 
‘ 
' 
a 
~ . a4 
» 
~ ‘ 
* . 
. a 
1 
~ 
° 
1 
Y 1 
-. 
Pi, 
+, 
t 
ew 
‘ 
e. 
' 
A * 
* . 
' 
- 
- 


ao 


4 


46 


. 
‘ 
« 
‘ -! 
» 
4, 
d 
r -* 
: te 
t 
vey 
, 
4 
‘ 
’ 
$ 
om} 
. * 
at 
“¢ . 
. 
‘ 
+ 
‘ 
so4 
wos 
+, 
= 
wah 
o- 
‘ . 
¢ 4 
~~” 4 
8 " 4 
r ) 
ed a4 
‘ wa 
- : 
‘ 
2 e 
+ 
. s 
on . 1 


-b 


a! 


4 

. 
a 

* 

, 2 
4 t 
‘ 

4 r 
~ 
< -# 
< sy 
rs 
- « 
° 


Re 


t] 
~~ 


™~ 


’* 


@ 


bi 


Eg 


good water. The road was through pleasing and very green 
plains with some patches of woods with some oaks and live 
oaks and a large cattle herd of La Bahia del Espiritu Santo 
which is pastured through all this country. 4 

On the 14th the bad weather continued and we stayed in 
the same place. 

On the 15th we arrived at the Guadalupe River, which is 
broad, large, with good water, swift and steep. I crossed 
it on a raft. It has many fish, vagre, piltonte, pullon, 
Mojarras, eels, and many others. Its banks and edges are 
very pleasing with many very high, leafy tinmsexrsand trees; 
sabines, willows, poplars, walnuts, live oaks,and oaks. 
All these trees on the bank of this river have, entangled 
among the limbs, wild vines of different kinds of which 
‘produce large arid bulky fruit, others medium sized and others 
amall; they are all wild and sour, and injure the mouth of 
whoever eats them. I am persuaded that if they were cultivat- 
ed they would be good and useful. On the banks of bhis river 
and the rest of the arroyos whieh are tributary to it there 
is a herb which resembles lettuce of which salad is made, and 
also there are wild onions oe eaten with vinegar and 
olive o11 make a very good dalad. 4 

On the 16th we stopped on the bank of this river awaiting 
the passage of the convoy. Here an inflamation of the foot 


affected me, and I received letters from my Sefior Guardian 
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axa. 
, of the Presidents of Booa de Leones and Sefior San Jose, 


from Father Urbina, and from my cousin Licenociate Don 
Francisco Carrera del Valle. Here brother Antonio Casai, 
who was accompanying me from Boca de Leones, became ill 
because the ivy, which there is abundance on these banks, 
pricked him. I determined that he should return to the 
Mission of La Bahia del Espiritu Santo, that he might be 
cured. In these fields the ivy had poisonous qualities as 
in the country round about. 

On the 17th I passed through two arroyos of good water; 
their banks very leafy and pleasing with fish, and we arrived 
at El Cuero which is a corner live sili, "lesa the river, 
and stopped on the bank of the Guadalupe River. 5 

On the &th we passed through El Rosal and arrived at La 
Mota del Padre Campa, water good, the road through hills and 
green and pleasing plains, through woods of very leafy oak, 
and live oak. There are many deer in herds, turkeys, quail 
in abundance. Not only are there poisonous animals, very - 
large vipers, but very noxious, and torpid water snakes, 
some spiders which are called "monillas", very poisonous, 
ring worme, mosquitos, "legenes" "sancudas" and every kind of 
moth; but the air is very pure and the country very healthy 
and favorable. 

On the 19th we passed through a place which they call 
Los Romitos, then another which they call La Cabeza, through 
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another whioh they call La Vaca,and arrived at Breviario. 

The road is over hills,hrough spacious green and florid 
plains, over some mountain ‘issih ax thickets of live oak 

and oak. Herds of dser, turkeys, partridges, etc., continue. 
Each ravine among the hills haa water, although it is very 
muddy, tasteless, with obstructions and marshes, even on the 
hills. There are shrubs in this place so poisonous that 

care is necessary. A young man who was careless incautiously 
etasped a twig to stir his gruel. Soon after he drank he 
swelled up like a wine skin, but with repeated aid he esoaped 
with his life. 

On the 20th we set out with a strong norther and passed 
through a place which they call La Lamedita, through a very 
luxurient: brook which they call La Natividad, oovered with 
many and thick trees, walnuts, sabines, oaks, lixe oaks, willows, 
elms, poplars, and many others, stopped on a brook of good 
water which they call Los Creditos, passed over sloping hills 
through plains and very gree and florid valleys with many 
deer, partridges, and turkeys. All this country from the 
Guadalupe River is inhabited by Indiane,Thare is a great 
deal of danger that the Xaramanes who have fled from the 
Mission of Bahia del Espiritu Santo leave and voluntarily 
inhabit in it, some baptized apostates and others heathen. 12 
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On the 2lst we arrived at the Colorado River; it is very 
large and full; it banks, edges, and bottoms are very pleasing, 
luxuriant with various trees, willows, populars, elns, 
sabines, cedars, live oaks, walnuts, and many others, and : 


vines which are entwined among the trees; it has many fish, 


piltonte, vagre, pullon, rabalo and many others. Many heath- 
en Indians of the Cocos nation live on the bank of this river. 
We croseed an arroyo which they call El Perdenal, another La 


Azucar, another La Sandia, and into another which they call 
El Piltonte. In all of these arroyos there are fish. From 
this river the buffalo commences while the deer, eto. con- 
tinue. The road is through pleasing and very agreeable 
woods and near the same are plains, hills and ravines. 

On the 22nd we crossed Arroyo de la Soledad very pleasing 
and well covered with many and different srees of those which 
I have spoken about, through another (arroyo) which is called 
Juana Rosa, as pleasing as the one before. Among these arroyos 
and a little beyond the last, is the habitat of the Cocos. In 
a little ravine the road forks to the right for the presidio 
and mission of Orcoquisac. Afterwards we passed through La 
Mota del Indio and arrived to camp at Bernave, an arroyo of 
good water. The road is through very pleasing woods, through 
plains and green and florid hills full of deer, turkeys, quail 
buffaloes, bears, and a large Castilian herd, raised unbranded 


without an owner, because the first who entered, discovered 
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and conquered these lands was Captain Leon of glorious 
memory, who left a bull, a cow, a stallion and a mare on 
the banks of these rivers so this is the reason there is 
so great a herd of cattle and horses raised and graging. 16 
On the 23rd we passed through an arroyo which they 
call La Penitas, through another which they name Las Tinajas, 
through El Puesto de los Cruces,after it one presently enters 
into El Monte Grande, or El Diablo, which is very thick and 
dense with trees of different species with many passage ways, 
for some parte of the forest are so thick and dense that it 
is necessary to go one by one, some so thick that it is 
necessary to go tearing a breach through the undergrowth, 
some muddy and miry. A little after the entrance into the 
forest some three or four leagues we arrived at a very bad 
arroyo which they call Qnita Calzones on account of the mud. 
Afterwards as far as a league and a half or two leagues we 
arrived at another which they call. Don Carlos. Within this 
wood, which is go thick, some little plazas are found, some 
with a watering place in which are seen a multitude of bulls, 
cattle, antelopes, buffalo, deer, turkeys, quail, partridges, 
and among the woods, bears. The bears live on nuts, acorns, 
filberts, and other fruits from the trees, with which they 
grow very fat in the summer time and in the winter, seeking 
shelter, they place themselves in a hollow or trunk of some 


tree and then live by sucking their paws. Thus they pass 
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the severe weather. They leave their shelter feeble and 
lean because they have been deprived of their strength and 
substance and weakened through subsisting by sucking their 
paws, until little by little they afterwards grow fat again. 
There are in these woods flies or gadflies whose stinging 
the Apaches consider more violent than that of winter aad 
"ricotes"( of which there are also many) and their sting is 
more painftl and noxious. The trees of this are dense and 
tangled oaks, live oaks, elms, walnuts, many clinging vines, 
sasafras, very delicate "zocosote® like the storax, bramble, 
the mulberry of many species, little Chinese pomegranites in 
abundance, nidperyos, hazelnuts, chestnuts, strawberry, and 
many others. There are also laurels, tamarisk, ash, cypress 
and others. On one of these little plazas which they call 
La Puleera we stopped and spent the night. 12 
On the 24th of the patronage of Senor San Joseph, we 
said mass and set up a large cross as the ritual commands. 
Afterwards we set out, journeying through the depths of El 
Monte Grande, mentioned previously. We passed six passage 
ways which were very thick and dense and some were muddy, 
through the little plaza with arroyos of fair water, through 
El Arroyo de Cibolo, through another which they call £1 . 
Duluvio and arrived at the spring of La Brazos de Dios 
with good and abundant water. Here we stopped. A little 
before is a place which the oall El Encadenado. The 


heathen Indians which are in it are very famous. 12 
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On the 25th we arrived at the first Brazo de Dios 
River, which I crossed on a raft made of timbers. It was 
high, its banks, very luxuriant with many very high trees, 
sabines, willows, elms, ash, oaks, live oaks, and other 
kind; many fish. We continued through a very thick, pleasing 
and shady wood and arrived at the second Brazo de Dios 
which ia some three leagues from the first, a river with the 
Qualities and ciroumstances as the first although not so 
large and so full. We crossed this at a ford. Then we con~ 
tinued some three leagues and arrived at that of aie eas 
by the two Braszos de Dios. Among these woods there are many 
cattle, horses, buffaloes, bears, deer, turkeys, quail, part- 
ridges, fruit bearing trees, little Chinese pomegranites, 
Glinging vines, strawberries, blackberry bushes, medlar trees, 
filberts, chestnuts, and some wild sweet potatoes which are 
very good eating. On the bank or edge of these rivers many 
nations of heathen and barbarous Indians live, the Cocos, 
Mayayes, Jojuanes, Tanoageus and many others. The nations are 
distinguished from each other by the stripes which some make 
in one way and others in another, by the cut of their hair, 
for some have a little oirole like the religious; others 
the forehead, the temples and the back of the head shaved, 
and large look of hair left on the crown of the head, or a 
motote of long natural ani whdiek they devote a great deal 


of attention; others cut in short. Some pierce the ends of 
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their noses, others their ears. Most all of the nations have 
a thing which is equivalent to a common language, signs 

with which not only the hours but whole days are spoken and 
thous the religious who enter these lands for the first time 
verse themselves in these signs in order to understand and 
be understood by all the Indians of so many and different 
nations. On all these rivers of the province of Texas there 
are beavers and otters that live on fish from those which 
they catch and fish in this way. They gnaw some large tufted 
trees from the banks with their sharp little teeth, which 
appear awl shaped, through the trunk both sides so that they 
fall into the river and they arrange them fom the bottom 

of the river and make something like a dam to the surface of 
the water. There the fish is stopped and is unable, to pass 
to the current below. They go in and there they oatch it and 
take them out to eat them. 

On the 26th we crossed an arroyo which they call El 
Atascoso, then another which they call Petfitas, through 
another El Plato, another El Alamito, and we areived and 
stopped on another which they call Corpus Cristi. The road 
is through hills, and very green plains, through leafy woods 
of many different trees, live oake, oaks, walnuts, elms, ash, 
cedars, and sassafras. I set up well a large cross of cedar. 
there are many deer, buffaloes, bears, turkeys, partridges, 


and quail. The direotion whioh I have travelled from Zac&tecas 
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to this place has been toward the north, from here it is 
taken to the northeast into the north and east. le 
On the 27th we crossed the Vavasota Biver, which is not 
very lerge but with running water and pleasing banke and 
with manv and different trees; sabines, ash, willcws, oaks, live 
oaks, elms, cedars, climbing vines medlar trees, little Chinese 
eeeidiaiies, atdadiambies blackberries, chestnuts, filberts, 
"sosocosote", sassafras, and many others. There are many deer, 
buffaloes, turkeys, partridges, quail, etc. There are very 
fine, pleasing and beautiful valleys. We crossed an arroyo 
which they call Las Gallinas, and arrived and stopped at another 
Which they call El Carrizo. All the waters are good. oe 
I set up the holy cross of cedar and set it very well. le 
On the 28th we nassed through a very beautiful plain sur- 
rounded by a thick wood which is called La Escaramuza. [From 
here begins the potsonous Virginia tobacco, a herb of very 
medicinal virtues. We rassed La Laguna del Frances, that of 
Caynan through an arroyo which is called £1 Atascadero 
because it is very muddy and it is covered with large trees, 
with thick, sharp and large thorns of the kind that if a beast 
of burden falls on one it and the horseman remain fastened and 
pinned. We yrassed through another which is called Caramanockel, 
very pleasing, and with the timbers already mentioned. 
We arrived at the Trinity River, which is large, and very 


full. Its banks and the stones of its bottom are of very 


fine flint. It has many fish and some alligators; 


oe 


. 


a? 


re 


ex 


» 
We crossed it at a ford where it was low. There are in 


this river many thiok reed grasses, which however, are not 
lacking in those before although they are not in such abund- 
ance. We passed forward and arrived to stop next at a very 
muddy but very pleasing arroyo which is called San Juan. To 
the bank of this river from that of the Navasoto and all the 
places which intervene, many nations of barbarous Indians live 
and habit; the Tasuacanes, Quichuixes, Asinais, Vidais, Deadoses, 
and many others. Here I set up the Holy Cross which is very 
large and of cedar. On the bank of this river are more of 
the trees I have mentioned. There are high beeches. There 
are more of the wild animals than before; of which there are 
many royal magpies. Here I received letters from the Father 
Guardian of the Cotlege of Guadalupe, from the Presidents of 
Booa de Leones, from Senor San Joseph and other persons. 16 
On the 29th we ddparted over hills and luxuriant green 
and woody plains of very thick, high "descoyados"®, and heavy 
viele. Semanal a great deal of tobacco, and many other 
trees among. which there are especially. some not very high, 
| which produce a fruit similar to the pears, bergamot, which 
are poisonous in the highest degree, inasmuch as he who eats 
them is sane, then orazy, then dies instantly. We ‘passed 
then-en,an arroyo of good water, which is called Santa 


Efigenia, and arrived at another which is called Penitas. 
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Through these places there are not many deer although they 
are not lacking; there are no buffaloes; although some 
turkeys, and many bears. Here I set up a large cross made 
of sassafras, and they. extracted me sufficient tobacco. 16 
On the 30th we crossed through an arroyo of very good 
water which they call Santa Coleta. Its banks are very 
luxuriant covered with trees, and on them there are villages 
of infidel Indians. We crossed the San Pedro River and 
afterwards passed through se very large pueblo of the same 
name pophlated with Tejas Indians. Thies name comes from 
the word techi which in our language means amigo and thus 
the Tejas Indians are the same as the friend Indians. How- 
ever, they are very lazy and drunk with brandy and wine 
which the French of Natchitoches with whom they oarry on 
commerce, supply them. These Indian men are well formed 
and white. They go about totally naked, except for a breech 
cloth or ee covers them, thickly painted with 
vermillion and other colors, wearing many beads of many 
colors, and many feathers of many colors. They are not 
ugly. The women are fine, white, and pleasing, dressed 
with buckskins aon cotton embroidered with beads of — 
colors, and plain and long bones hanging from the ears. 
The hatr is red@. and hanging. These Indians live in round 
grass houses, very well sheltered, since they are roofed 


from the ground so that they resemble a cupola. They have 
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their high beds made of poles from‘ti®ewoods, with skins of 
buffalo above and below. They live on maize which is produced 
in abundance since this land is so fertile that it produces 
two crops a year and each stalk has at least three ears of 
Comm. Since they do not have the tools to grind it, because 
there are no "metates" and those which they bring about there 
are worth fifty pesos each, they cook or toast it for eating. 
Cormaiz as the Tejas oall it, which they cook with grease is 
common in the whole country. They have another thing to 

live on, which they oall tugqui and which is like "casave 

de Havana" sinoe it is of roots from a certain tree with 

bear grease which they pound and orush in wooden mortare 

that they have for use. This they drink and it does them a 
great deal of harm, causing bloody dysentery, smallpox, and 
other diseases. They eat buffalo, deer, and flesh of other 
Quadrupeds. They have orchards of peaches, "priscos", meloco- 
lones, plums,"medlar", figs, chestnuts, strawberries, little 
Chinese pomegranates, as in the country round about. Cheeses 
are made from figs. They make them from nisperos and keep 
them for their present to give or sell to the Spanish and 
the French. They have flocks of geese and sSurkeye. They 
have some doga which they oall ®jubines" which is a mixture 
of wolf, dog, or coyote. They are very sagasctéus and savaze 
and with very lean and sharp pointed bodies and as thieving 


as they. In this pueblo there lives an Indian woman of a 
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great deal of authority and popularity whom the call Sanate 
Adiva which means grand lady or first lady. Her house is 
very large and of many parts. The rest of the nations bring 
their presents and gifts to her. She has many Indians, men 
and women, and tamas oonas who are priests and captains 
among them, in her service. She is married to five Indian 
men, and, in short, is queen among them. I also met in this 
pueblo the family of an Indian whom they oall Aloon, an 
apostate Indian who is called Antonio, and his three sons of 
the Mission of San Antonio de Bexar. All of these Indians 

are armed with guns with which they are handy. One with the 
bow and arrow is rare. The French from Natchitoches pro~ 
vide them with powder, shot, beads, clothe for breecholoths 
or "taparrabos", brandy and the other things. 

Those who die they buby seated, with their gun; powder, 
boats, meat, sufficient water in their water skin, and all 
their feathers and beads. We passed this pueblo and arrived 
at the bank of the Neches River, which is full, and whose 
banks are luxuriant and covered with many trees. I set up 
@® large cross of cedar. Many Indians, men and women, came 
here that afternoon and brought me gifte of geese, chickens, 
and eggs. I reciprocated with pepper and salt which are 
things appreciated by them, and with biscuit and chooolate, 
for which they rewarded and thanked me heartily. I determined 
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to say mass here, but did not, although it was San Felipe y 
Santiago Day, because my hosts were passing on. 16 
May 
On the lst we crossed an arroyo of good water, which 
ie called El Alazén, passed through a plain which they call 
De las Carreras y Santiago, and arrived at the Angelina 


River. I%$s banks are pleasing and luxuriant with many trees, 


of the kind already named, with many fieh and good water. We 


crossed it and arrived at another arroyo which is called ha 
Litera, the journey being through hills, plaine, and very 
green woods, although with many moths, "saucudos", "gegenes" 
and ring worms. Manv heathen nations live in and habit all 
these lands in large bodies, Tejas, Asinais, and Navidachos. 
All are gentle friends, although thieving and troublesome. 
Here yather Fray Francisco Vooeta came out with five men. 
An Indian captain of the Navidochos whom they call Captain 
Bigotes came to see me, also another from the Durasnos de 
los Vidays, whom they call Captain Gorgoritos. Various. 
Indians, men and women of the above mentioned nations came 
to this place and I ordered them to be given chocolate, 
biscuit, and pepper, with which they were very much pleased. 
12 
On the 2ns we crossed an arroyo sufficiently full of 
good water, which they call El Looo, and on whose banke are 


large populations of Tejas, Asinai, and Navidachos Indians. 
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Its banks are pleasing with many trees. Crossed another 

which they call Las Castanas, passed tne hill of Hipasote, and 
arrived at the Mission of our Lady of Guadalupe de Nacogdoshes, 
where ite minister, the Reverend pather Fray Joseph Cala- 
horra y Saenz received me with love, appreciation and kind- 
ness. The route was through woode of pine, sassafras, 
filberte, strawberries and many blackberry bushes. Captain 
Sanches came to see me. There was a heathen Indian of 

great popularity among them, who sat down to eat at the 

table. The particulars of this mission I will tell when I 
report my inepeotion of it. ) 

On the 3rd I did not travel as it was the day of the 
cross. I remained in the said Mission of Nacogdoches. 

Many heathed Indians,both men and women, came to see me. 

On the 4th we set out and crossed the El Arroyo de La 
Nana, and that of Las Amoladeras, and arrived at the Atolla- 
Que River, large, full, pleasing, luxuriant, and of many 
different trees. The road is through hills and green and 
- florid plains, and thick woods of various trees, pines, 

“misperos, hazelnuts, 
Cedars, sassafras, , chestnuts, strawberries, blackberry bushes, 
and tobacco. The water is good, although there are many 
mosquitos, "saucudo"® "pegenes"®", ticks, rinz-worms and other 
hardships. Here we spent the night. 12 

On the 5th we crossed many arroyos of very good water, 
passed through thick and luxuriant woods, over hills and 
pkeasing and green plains. We arrived at an arroyo which 
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they call El Venado where the reverend Fathers Santa Maria, 
Laba, Voceta, and Reynosa came out with some men. We ar- 
rived at the Mission of Los Ayé:. and its ministers treated 
me with much love, charity and respect. I will speak of 
this mission when I tell and treat of my inspection. Many 
Indians, both men and women, of the Ais nation came. §& 

On the 6th we crossed El arroyo del Carrizo, and that 
Of Palo Gacho, very luxuriant with many trees, and good 
water. We arrived at the rancho of Lobanillo de ci2 Here 
we dined. There is an arroyo with sufficient good water, 
and many woods, thick with oaks, pines, live oaks, elms, 
eassafras, strawberries, chestnuts, biackberry bushes, 
"Nisperos", tobacco, and deer. In the afternoon we arrived 
at the El arroyo de Gonzalitos, aleo luxuntazt and with many . 
trees of the kinds mentioned. Here we slept. 

we passed 

On the 7th, through El Puerto del Patron, with good 
water from lakes and arroyos, within a thick wood of pines. 
we arrived at the Sabine River, large, full, and grown with 
trees, having fish and royal magpies. Deer are t: inc 
this wood. I crossed it on a raft and we went to El Puesto 
de las Cabezas. Here it rained on us a great deal. The 
arroyo is luxuriant and of good water. The whole wood thick 


with pines and oaks. le 
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On the 8th we continued through the woods mentioned 
above of pines and other trees and arrived at the three 
Plains, Ranchos de Pasd. Water good. The orohards are peach, 
fige, mulberry, many roses of Castile, more aromatio than | 


those of the country abroad. Here we dined. In the after- 
noon we set out and continued our journey through the thick 


wood and arrived at Arroyo Hondo, where the Reverend Father 
Amillano with many people from the presidio came out and we 
arrived at about five in the afternoon at the Mission de los 
Adaes. On our arrival the preéidio fired five pietes of 
artillery, made a salute, and the fathers received me with 


much love and charity. Then I went to the Royal presidio to 
compliment the Sefor Governor Don de Oconor. 


On the 9th I sang the mass to the Most Divine in act of 
thanks for my good success and happy arrival. The Senor 
Governor came to visit me at the mission and remained to 
eat with us with muoh affability and civility. 

On the 10th I said the inspection mass. I visited the 
church, which is decent, of wood, well built and roofed 
with shingles. It has all the adornments, ornaments, and 
the very necessary sacred vessels, although they are old and 
misused. The church is clean, not dirty, in good order and 
sls“ aiaiaaaiada I went to say the litany at the royal 
presidio and we stopped to eat with his lordehip, the Senor 
Governor, who conducted himself with splendor and openhearted- 
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On the llth I visited the mission, its living quarters 
and workshops, which are adequate, the walle being of thick 
timbers, well built and the roofs well protected with shingles. 

On the lath I visited the religious with whom I found 
nothing to censure but much to praise and to give them many 
thanks, as I di. I continued arranging and settling those 
things which suited their interests. On the 13th and 14th 
I continued the same. 

On the 15th, in the afternoon, San Juan Nepomuceno was 
carried in a solemn Eoosae ton to the churech from the Royal 
Presidio with a salute and shots. There the vespers were sung 
Since he is the guardian saint more than San Miguel. 

On the 16th I sang the solemn masse to the saint and we 
remained with the Sefior Governor. 

On the 17th I continued the inspection, on the 18th also. 

On the 19th I concluded and closed the inspection of 
this mission of Los Adaes. 

On the 20th the Senor Governor visited me and in the 
afternoon I went to the rancho of this mission, which is 
Called El Baffo and is as much as a half league from it 
through the thick em. 

On the 2lst I remained in the mission with the fathers. 

On the 22nd I went to the presidio to speak with the 
Senor Governor on business touching my inspection, and one 
the e3rd I went to say goodbye to his Lordship and all the 
people of that presidio. 
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The Mission of Senor San Miguel de Cuellar de los Adaes, 
is situated among the thick woods of many and high trees, 
pines, live oaks, oaks, In the thick woods there is a 
plain which is not very large with a little hill on one 
Bide and another on the other. The mission is on one of 
these and the Royal Presidio on the other. In the middle 
of the plain is an arroyo of scant and bad water. The 
houses and church of this mission are of wood, covered with 
shingles, and all are clean and neat. This mission has 
deteriorated materially as well as spiritually. Materially 
because the dwellings and the church are misused, old, °... 
decayed, and almost destroyed; the ornaments and sacred 
vessels are old and misused. The ministers (who only occupy 
themselves ministering to all the white people of the Royal 
Presidio and ranchos which are there) suffer many deprivations 
and wants of the required and necessary things. Then, when the 
aid arrived which the piety of the king, our lord, God save 
him, gives them, they have already suffered and experienced. 
Although the woods are luxuriant and pleasant, there is no 
graes for the animals and thus it is necessary to remove 
the site of the royal presidio and mission ten or twelve 
leagues in order to maintain them because there is absolutely 
no grass here, nor straw, nor tlazole. The people raise the 


maize to eat and sustain themselves. They have no land sown. 
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scarcity 
The meat furnished from the oxen is very bad. There is :a, 
of seeds, maize, beans, a wake abundance of brandy, wine 
and fafiat which the French from Matchitoches,seven leagues 
from here, furnieh. Spiritually the mission is detertorated 
because there are no Indians congregated, because, although 
they abound, they do not desire to congregate themselves but 
rather go to the royal presidio than the mission which has 
happened; but it is a consolation (as the old men who, 
since... they are many of the first who ertered to people 
the country, have assured me) that all the Indians, men 
and women, old and young, in the hour of death, wherever 
they are, send for the father in order that he may give them 
the holy*"orcon", which is holy baptism. However it is suspected 
that many seek it as a natural remedy in order with it to 
attain bodily health. Notwithstanding that there was not an 
Indian congregated in the mission, I found set down in the 
administration book, one hundred and three entries of bartisn, 
both of children and adultea. From the people of the presidio 
IZ found two hundred and fifty-six baptisms, seventy-four marriage: 
and one hundred and sixteen burials. From the French presidio 
of Natchitoches when they have no minister, who at one time 
were the Jesuits, but now are Capuchian friars, twenty baptisms, 
thirty marriages, and fifty buirals. 
I give notice that for my return and regress I do not 


place in this diary either the leagues or the circumstances 
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and partioulars of the journey because these remain as noted 
@8 on tne entrance. However, if there should be anything 
notable I shall record it where it is convenient. 

On the 24th we set out from the mission of Los Adaes dined 
in the three plains, and slept at El Arroyo del Cautivo. 

On the 25th we passed throughLa Loma Alta, through 
Gonzalitos, through El Lobanille, and through El Palo Gacho. 
On the 26th throughthe place of Las Boregas, through El Ojito 
with very good water, through El Carriso, and arrived to dine 
at the Mission of Los Ays. 

On the 27th I said masse and visited the church and its 
ornaments. The Indians at ee nation came with their captain 
whom they call Vrjataia. I questioned them through an interpreter 
as to whether they would desire to congregate themselves and 
live with the fathers in the mission? They anewered that they 
would not. This I judge in the present state to be about inm- 
possible. They danced in their heathen way with extraordinary 
and exquisite ceremonies and grimaces. 

On the 2&th I visited the dwellings and the whole mission 
and gave the commission of the president ef those missions to 
Father Santa Maria, which I carried in blank in order that I 
could give it to him whom I might judge best fitted. 

On the 29th I visited the religious my great comfort and 
edification, since I found nothing worthy of reprehension or 


note of any kind. 
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On the 30th I visited Father Santa Maria and with him 
made the inspection of Occoquisac, since it was his ministry. 

On the 3lst we continued the inspection making some 
provisions pertaining to it. | 

Jume 

On the lst I conoluded the inspection of this Mission 
of Nuestra Senora de los Dolores de Benavento de los Ays. 

This mission is situated in a plain which is mot very 
large and in the midet of high and thick woods. The soil 
da colored like vermilion or red oohre of suoh that the 
clothes of those who inhabit that country are colored and 
seem like clothe from gold lands, for in fact a mouth of 
a mine was opened near by this mission, from where they 
have told me ore has been taken, although little and of 
low grade and short assay. The wooden church is clean and 
neat, and the ornaments, sacred vessels and the rest of 
the ornaments, are good, decent and in correct order. The. 
wooden dwellings are adee adequate, sheltered and decent. 
Ite ministers lack some necessities for the reason that 
the aid which the king our master (may God bless him) gives 
them and comes from the outside is not acoustomed to arrive 
On time, so while it ie coming they @uffer. They have good 
and adequate water from a permanent and full arroyo, which 
cannot water the ercrg. e702 it does not have an outlet on 
account of ite depth. The little that is grown is watered 


by OPT There is an orchard near by the arroyo irrigated 
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by hand in which there are some peaches, figs and fruits of 
the country. Also onions, garlic, cabbages, lettuce, and 
greens of every kind are sown. 

This miseion has few goods,some horses, about fifteen ~ 
or twenty mules, ten or twelve cows, as many sein Maen 
sixteen or twenty working oxen, but of these the Indians 
steal what they can, the bulls, cows, and calves to eat 
and the horses, miles and mares (of which there is a little 


herd) for their commerce with the French for brandy, tafiat, 


vermilion, beads, clothe, powder, shot, guns, tobacco, and 
other things. The Indians of this Ays nation are the worst 
of this province, drunken, thieving, given to the mitotes 
and dances and to every vice, especially that of luxury, 

are lazy, ricoh, brave, shameless since they have lost many 
religious sentiments, respeot for the word and manuel labor. 
They regard out holy faith with disdain since there has been 
an Indian of that nation who sacreligiously says that he 
loves and esteems Misuri (who is the devil), more than the 
most Holy Mary Our Lady, who is blessed among every servant, 
and he does other acts of disdain to our holy faith and 
ridicules what the fathers do, so that I am convinced that 
there is no hope, not even remote, of their reduction and 
congregation and that the ministers have eminent and almost 
certain danger of their lives among these barbarians. It 

is true there are now and then one who has sought and do 


seek baptism in the hour of death...and some,children are 
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brought to the padres in order that they may baptize then. 
Those who die are saved, and those @ho do not and live, are 
preverted and they lose, as I know, : Many of both sexes 
apostates and perverted to the sorrow of my heart. In 

the administration books I found eleven baptisms, seven 
burials, and three marriages. 

All this ccuntry is cold in the winter time with some 
violent northers so that enow is falling many days in such 
a manner that the woods and everything are covered with more 
than a half "vara" of snow, and afterward grows frozen in a 
way that the trees and plants are covered as if they were 
crystal inside. In the summer time there is burning heat 
and abundant showers. These are the reasons that the rivers 
have two freshets every year, ons in the summer time on 
account of the excessive rains and the other in the winter 
time because the snow melts and the rivers take the water. I 
continue my diary and journey. | 

On the 3rd we set out from the Miasion of Los Ayes, 
dined on the river Alolloque and arrived at Arroyo de Las 
Amoladeras, whens we slept. 

On the 4th we passed through the arroyos and woods 
there are and arrived at the Mission of Nacogdoches. 

On the 5th I said the inspection mass, inspected the 


church and the whole mission. 
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On the 6th I concluded the inspection in all these 
missions with complete success. May. thanks and praise be 
given to God, giver of every perfect gift. Amen. 

On the 7th I sang solemn mass in act of thanks for 
the success of my inepection. I wrote to the Seffor Governor 
Don Hugo Oconor to dend me an escort of soldiers to set out 
finally for these missions. 

On the &th I remained in this mission of Nacogdoches 
awaiting for the escort of soldiers to set out. 

On the 9th, 10th, and llth, the same, waiting for 
someone with whom to set out with some security. 

On the 12th, seeing that the escort was delaying to 
set out, I commenced to take baths in the arroyo of the 
mission, which has abundance of good water. On the 13th, 
14th, and 15th I continued the baths, waiting for the escort. 

On the 16th and 17th I continued in the same way: = 
On the 16th the muleteer Gervacion arrived with his muleteers® 
and some travellers and I determined to set out with then 
seeing that the escort was not coming. 

On the 19th I got ready for my journey with the above 
mentioned, without waiting for the escort. I confess 
that it was prudence,to which necessity and what I suffered 
impelled me. 

The situation of this Mission of Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe de Alburquerque de los Nacogdoches is in a not 


very spacious plain surrounded by thick, pleasing and 
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luxuriant woods with a permanent arroyo of abundant water, 
which has no headgate to irrigate the crops. Those which 

are grown are planted in the rainy season. The church, 

though small, is of adobe, shingled,and on the outside there 
is a veranda of columns of siubnin dedee surrounds it all. 

The ornaments are good and well cared for. The adormments of 
the Chalice and the rest “ee very decent, and in correct 
shape. The house and dwelling of the ministers is good, of 
wood, very well built, shingled, and surrounded by colum 

of timber on all four sides. There are the kitchen, granary, | 
and the quarters for the soldiers. Besides this it has 
separate houses of the same material, good, spacious and decent. 
It has some eighteen head of sheep, some thirty oxen, cows, 
bulls, and calves, some fifty gentle horses, twenty-five 
gentle mules of which ten are saddled, two bunches of mares, 
each with its stallion. It has plowshares, plows, spades, 
pickaxes, and other implements for farming. In the mission 
there is much tobacco, rose of Castile, peaches, mulberrigs, 
many "nisperos"®, little Chinese pomegranates, and other 
fruits. 

On the memoranda of administration of this mission I 
found record of twelve baptism, eight burials, and five 
marriages. 

and 

The fndians who are round about this mission,can be 
congregated in it are the Nacqrdoches, the Navidachoes, the 
Cadodoches, the Asinai, and the Nazones. ( All of these 
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nations are gentle, affable and merry Indians, save one 

or two who are bad and preverse. They plant a great deal of 
maize. They have many and very good bunches of horses. All 
are armed with guns. They subsist upon buffalo and deer 
flesh, with bear grease for which they set out in season to 
Slaughter, and in making their provisions they are very 
Ssagacious and acute. When they have to pass any plain they 
remain for some time inside of the wood watching if they are 
observed or if there is something unusual, and if there is 
not they cut a large branch from a tree, in order to go out 
hid and covered. in order that they may not know at a 
distance that it is a man. In order to spy out the people 
who enter or come out they go up into a high and tufted 

tree near the road and from there they see and record every- 


thing without being seen. All the Indians of this province 


of Texas from every nation appreciate and esteem the valient, 


courageous and strong men, for they name him who is strongest 


and bravest,captain, and it is a merit to do what is etrong 


and oourageous. The diseases and misfortunes which all these 


94 


Indians frequently suffer, men as well as women, are smallpox, 


measles, burning fevers, pustules "onana® and "huiates" which 


make themselves horrible to the sight and nauseous, ase I 


saw many; finally they frequently suffer those maladies which 


are inherent and are fed on. Those who plunge into sensual 


pleasures. I discover what is the cause. The hereditary 
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malady which affects them,they counteract by drinking brandy, 


"tafiat® wine, with bear grease which is drunk as if it were 
water, since it never sours and is portable, by eating many 
nutes since they grind them to keep them and nisperos which 
areas fire, with other foods and hot drinks. This also is 
the cause of them suffering many bloody dysenteries. The 
women have their childbirth in this way. On the bank of 

the river or arroyo where the huts are builded they make some 
little wigwams which they have to habit and lize in. In the 
middle they place a low "orcon"®, strongly and very firmly in 
the earth. At the hour which they are afflicted with the 
sorrows of birth they go to the little wigwam and assisted by 
the *"orcon® they bring féoth and then plunge with their child 
into the water and bathe themselves and come with their hair 
hanging to the rancheria where all the reset are. All this 

I have observed in these countries. I continued my journey 
and diary and it is as follows: 

On the 20th we set out from the Mission of Nacogdoches 
and after going a little ways a heavy shower which the clouds 
obit te-the ground caught us. It was raining on us as far 
as E1.Boco. We could go forward, but we stopped here. 

On the 2lst we arrived at the Angelina River which flows 
from wood 6§ wood greatly rising. We crossed with all the 


baggage on a raft. 
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On the 22nd we arrived at the Neches River which carries 
some water, although it is not (cdr paéing and we crossed it 
in a boat. 

On the 23rd we arrived at the San Felipe y Santiago River, 
where we said mass and set up a holy cross. 

On the 2th we arrived in a big storm at Arroyo de San 
Juan which endured, although not strongly, all day, and 
wet all the baggage. 

On the 25th day the rain continued until noon and we 
remained, playing the guitars. 

On the 26th we said mass, the Holy Cross was set up, 
and we arrived at the bank of the Trinity River, which was 
rising greatly. We crossed it on a raft with evident danger *% 
of life from which God saved us. Blessed be his mercies. 

On the 27th the baggage was sent across on the raft. It 
Sustained no damage. Thanks to God. 


On the 28th we arrived at La Laguna del Cayman. Here 
we said mass for another day and set up the Holy Cross. 


On the 29th we set out, and oing a little way in the 
plain of Las Escaramugas, a body of Vidais Indians, men and 
women, came out with a great deal of deer and buffalo meat 
and other things to trade. We continued and arrived at the 
Pielago de las Gallinas where there came very many other 
Vidais Indians, men and women, with an apostate captain of 


that nation who wae called Antonio Abad. On the night of 
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ow thie day I took the occasion of the total eclipse whioh cccume< 
there-was, to speak to those Indiane of God, particularly to 
the apostate captain. They were bewildered and asked me 
with a great deal of peraistency and petition that I should 
send them fathere,as they desired to be Christians and be 
baptized, and they asked for the paper on which I promised 
them. What I discovered was that _—a would soon pews #7} 
pasaover to their natural inconstanoy. 

On the 30th we crossed the Navasoto River, which was 
rising very much, by a bridge of timbers sut from both banks 
and from large trees, which fall across the river and are 
lashed to each other with ropes. Thus a bridge was made and 
the people, baggage, and the horses passed over afloat. After- 
wards we arrived at an arroyo which they called Los Patos de 
Buena Agua. | 

July 

On the lst we arrived at the firet Brazo de Dios, which 
Was sbeedily rising. 

On the 2nd we crossed thie river on a raft and the mule- 
teers left us abandoned in danger of Vite? 

On the 3rd we arrived at the second Brazo, which was 
Tising even more than the first. The squad@ of nine soldiers 
and a corporal arrived withwhion we took a great deal of 


confort. 
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On the 4th and 5th the baggage was taken over on a raft. 

On the 6th the taking of the baggage acroes was finished 
and we set out for a plain or little plaza which has a brook 
in the middle. Here some eows, raised to sustain us, were 
killed in order to keep ourselves in provisions. 

On the 7th we arrived at Arroyo de Pefiitos. It rained 
on us exceedingly. 

On the Sth we arrived at Arroyo de Juana Rosa, 

On the 9th we arrived at the Colorado River which was 
rising very much, and breaking out from the bed. 

On the 10th we eaid mass. We set up the Holy Cross and 
waited for the river to lower. 

On the llth we also waited for the river to lower. 

On the 12th we crossed in a canoe which was made by 
Sefior Marquis Rubi. | 

On the 13th we finished taking the baggage across. The 
bunch of horses crossed. Three mules and two horses were 
drowned; set out for a little Plain above the bank of the 
river. 

On the 14th we arrived at the Brevario Arroyo and this 
day Father Predicador Fray Manuel Marentos, who came to re- 
ceive ue, met me. We had danger from the Xaramanes Indians 
which the Indians from the Bahia del Espiritu Santo, 
Perlio, and Ramon, who were accompanying me, comprehended. 


On the 15th we arrived at Fl Pielago de Rosal. 
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On the 16th we arrived at the Guadalupe River,where én 
escort of ten soldiers, commanded bv the ensign of the presidio 
of La Bahia, received me, whom, however, the captain sent to 
ece if there were French contraband, more than to esoort me. 

On the 17th, having crossed through El Arroyo de Las | 
Animas, where the: Reverend Father Fray Joseph Escovar, minister 
of the Mission of Rosario received me, we arrived at Pielago 
de Lae Crucas. It rained a great deal this afternoon. 

On the 18th we arrived at Arroyo de La Monaguia. Here 
the Reverend Father President Fray Pedro Ramires and the 
_ Reverend Father Fray Joseph Lopez, minister of the mission of 
La Bahia with all his Indiane,received me, making slight demén- 
stration. The captain of the Presidio of La Bahia visited me 
and invited me to dine for anether day, but I did not accept the 
invitation through suspicion,since he had conducted inquiries 
against the fathers of this mission and that of the Rosario 
jurisdiction. 

On the 19th I sang the mase of thanks with the Sefor 
Patente for the good success which I had had on the inspection. 
On the 20th I repaid the Sefior Captain Don Francisco 

Tovar his visit. 

On the 22nd I wae at the Mission of La Bahia resting and 
bathing myself, because I needed it. 

On the 23rd I went to the Mission of Rosario, and continued 
the baths, and on the 24th, 25th, and 26th I did the same. 
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On the 27th we paid respects and birthday greeting to 
Senor Captain Don Manuel Ramires de la Picina, in which the 
Reverend Father Marantes preached very well. 

On the 28th we set out and arrived at the Rancho of the 
Mission of Rosario. On the 29th we arrived at La Agua Escondida. 

On the 30th we arrived at the rancho of the Senor Captain 
of the Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar which is called San 
Francisoo. 

On the 31st we arrived at Los Chayopines, the rancho of the 
Sefor Priest of this presidio. 

August 

On the lst we arrived at the Mission of Senor San Joseph 
where I remained resting and bathing until the 15th. 

On the 16th we set out from this mission and arrived at 
El Atascoso, a rancho where the possessiorm of this mission 
are. It has some watering places of good and permanent water 
with fish robale, wagre, eels, etc. 

On the 17th we remained at this rancho Waiting for the 
escort. 

On the 18th the escort of ten soldiers, a corporal who 
is called Don Luis Aldonada, and Sergeant Reyes, arrived. 

On the 19th we set out from Atascoso and arrived at a 
watering place of good and vermanent water, which is called 


La Parrita. 
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On the 20th we orossed El Arroyo de San Miguel, which has 
good water with fish and arrived at a ravine before the Frio 
River. It has some watering places whth good water. 

On the 2lst we passed La Canada de la Leona which was 
rieing, passed through some woods of walnut, crossed the 
Frio River and arrived be Canada de Guadalupe which was 
with good water from pools or lakes. | 

On the 22nd we crossed the Canada de los Caballos, 
passed through La Verde, crossed the Nueces River, whose water 
petrifies the wood which ie sometimes in it, and we arrived 
at Lod Maguellitos. In all these places and those beyond 
there is danger from the Apache Indians and the Coganches who 
come to seek the Apaches, on account of which a great deal of 
care and vigilence is necessary. 

On the 23rd we passed through the Rancho of Toms Sanchez, 
croseed El Arroyo de la Cajeta, that of La Partida, that of 
La Beoarra and arrived at El Pielago o Charoco del Pato, which 
has fair water. 

On the 24th we passed by a spring of Fl Patito with good 
Water, over the hill of Atravesaiio, by El Ojo de Agua de San 
Ygnacio, by the place which they call @haron, and arrived at 
Villa of Laredo, on the bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, 
founded by Serfor Colonel Don Joseph Escandch and belonging to 
the government of Nuevo Santander and a part of the new conquest 
of the Mexican Gulf. It has a parish priest who is named 


Don Joseph Cutierrez. 
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On the 25th we crossed and went to the Rancho éf Don 
Joseph Martinez as far as a league up the bank of the same 
river. 

On the 26th we passed through El Puesto de los Coyotos 
and arrived at Las Charcos o Pielagos de la Abra. 

On the 27th we passed through La Agua Negra through El 
Bonito, through Las Crucas through the hills of La Oracion, 
through the El Arroyo del Camaron. We arrived at San Ambrodio 
Rancho which is on the bank of the Sabinas or Salado River 
which was rising. 

On the 26th we were at this rancho waiting for the river 
to lower. 

On the 29th we crossed the El Arroyo de Santa Efigenia 
and arrived at El Corral del Indio. 

On the 30th we passed marshes, lakes, and pools of good 
water, vassed through El Mesquite, crossed El Arroyo del 
Campanero, passed through Los Pazos, and arrived at La Punta 
de Lampazos at the house of Santa Tigsrina. 

On the 3let we passed through La Presa and arrived at La 
Canada de la Crus, where we spent the night, left alone, with- 
out anything on which to sleep or with which to shelter myself, 
dDecause the baggage did not overtake us. 

September 
On the let we arrived at El Carrizal. Here we dined and 


we went to El Huisache to asleep. 
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On the 2nd we set out at very early dawn and arrived at 
about four in the morning at Real de Booa de Leones. In the 
wood which there is before we arrived are mesquites, huieaches, 
walnuts, live oaks, "gobernadora’? and other species; the 
"sensoncles"® about in abundance. I remained in the work 
house of this Real with its president, the Reverend Father 
Fray Manuel Joseph de Silva until the 18th of the month of 
September, because I was broken out over the whole body, a 
situation which mortified me greatly. 

On the 19th we set out from thie real with the father 
priest and some neighbors. They conducted me to the Pueblo 
of Tlascala from where I continued my journey with brother 
Antonio Cosas, an almoner of the work house who came out to 
conduct me. 

On the 20th we passed La Boca de Tlascala and arrived 
at Sauz. 

On the 2lst we passed El Charco de Huisache, La Boca de 
San Bernave and arrived at La Escondida. The water from a 
fountain is good and abundant. 

On the 22nd we passed El Puerto de San Nicolas, that of 
Barranquillas, El Vagio de Anelo, La Sierra Galano, and arrived 
at Los Mortesillos. 

On the 23rd we arrived at the hacienda of Messillas. 

On the 24th we passed through Fl Almido&, through El 
Paso de Las Carretaa, through La Yerba Buena, through El 
Puerto del Cabrito, through the Hacienda of Santa Maria, 
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through that of San Diego, through Los Molinos, through Los 
Rodriguez, and arrived at the Villa of Saltillo, where I 
remained until the 29th. 

On the 29th we set out and went to Las Lamae Colorado 
where there is a spring of good water. 

On the 30th we passed through El Agua Enoantade, through 
El Vagio de San Juan de la Béqueria, a hacienda of the Lord 
Marqueses de Pato, through El Jaque, through El Puerto del 
Capulin, and arrived at La Tinajuela in a heavy shower. 

October 

On the 2nd we passed through El Puerto del Prayle, through 
La Punta de Santa Elena, through El Puerto de Alcalados, through 
El Vagio de Santiago and arrived at the little hills of Canu- 
tillo. 

On the 3rd we passed through Fl Puerto del Canutillo, 
through El Vagio de la hacienda de Bonanza, through El Durasno, 
through El Jaquey del Senor Joseph and arrived at the Hacienda 
of Cedros. I returned all they had lent me for the journey, 
six m&les, two saddles and a gun. 

On the 4th we passed El Barral and arrived at El Jaguey 
de la Vista de Cedros, which is a puerto. 
| On the 5th we passed through Calzones, through La Candelaria 
and arrived at El Jaguey del Potrillo. | 
On the 6th we passed through the Racienda of Grufidora 


through Minillas and arrived at El Arroyo Seco. 
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On the 7th we passed through Fl Salto del Gato, through 
Agua Nueva and arrived at El Salto de Loreto, 

On the &th we passed through Fl Puerto de Agua Nueva, 
through El Durasno, through El Burro and arrived at Tenango. 

On the 9th we passed through Callas, through El Rosario 
and arrived at El Burgo de San Cosme. 

On the 10th we remained in this place. 

On the llth we arrived at the hacienda of Vanon. 

On the 12th we eaaeed through La Laguna Seca, through 
Matapulgas, through Los Maguellitos, through Zusaya, through 
Gutierres, through Los Hornillos and arrived at the hacienda 
de la Sauceda, which is for extracting silver. 

-On the 13th we passed through Los Tecolotes, through 
Guerreros, and arrived at the Holy College of Nuestra Senora 
de Guadalupe. Thanks and glory be given to god, our Lord 
through all eternity in heaven and earth, who has granted 
me so large and special favors only through His goodness 
and infinite merey, without my meriting it. For which may 
He be glorified and blessed by all creatures through all the 


centuries. Amen! Amen! Amen! 
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Notes to the Translation 


Page 30. 1."Tener"is"Tenango"on the return journey. 
Pace 31. 1 "Otros", probably a miscopy for "tres". 
Page 33. 1 “Que estaba hacienda. 
Pare - il Piedra jam. 
e Cura de encomienda. Under the encomienda 
system it was incumbent upon the seerieten- te furnish religious 


instructions for the children. Possibly this is the meaning 
here. | 

Alcalde Mor. 

Pare 36. En Charcos o pielagos. 
Rancho de estan¢ias. 
Mui caudaloso 

Page 37.1 Aunque no mucho. 


Pare 39.1 Tierra buena migajon. 


Wem Pr WwW 


Page 40. 1. Por Lomes tendidas y peladas. 
rae Discurro peresco. 

Pace 41.1 Muchas vivoras gruesas. 

2 Llegue a Agua Dulce mui buena. 

Page 42. 1. Etbijados. 

Pare 44, 1. El que ya digo. 

Pere 46. 1. A lavado cantado. 
Ce Casi oruda sansada o san-cocha. 
3. Lo abundan todo. 


Pape +7. 1. Se enbijan. 
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Pace 48.1 A un carrizal. 


— 


Page 50.1 Ponen un ralo clavado en el suelo. 


Pare 51. 1. 
es 


Atarascadas. 


Abundan en esta nacion los emanfroditos, a loa 


gue llaran "monangulia". 


Page 52. 1. 
Ce. 
Page 53. Jl. 
Pace 55. 1. 
mucho mage 
Page 60. 1. 
Pare 61. 1. 


De huirse los congrezados a los montes. 
Apatecan. 
Esta mission, como dire y expresare despues. 


Asi en lo corporal, como en 10 espiritual 


Lo fin a encaminar. 


Como le he reconocido. 


Asi en lo material, como en lo formal, asi 


en lo espiritual domo en lo temporal. 


Page 62. li. 


Su chimenea su Sroneras que caen a fuera 


para defenderse de los enemigos, su troxe de bobeda de prredra 


y cal de tres canones. 


ee 


Su obrage donde se texan fresadas mantas 


y otros telas mui buenas ce lana y algodon. 


Y una saca ce acua tan co-piosa y abundante 


Pues para nada se ocupa a otro que no sea de 


An error; for this missicn was founded in l/el. 


Que vinieron grandes. 


3. 
que parece no pequeno. 
Page 63. l. 
la mision. 
Ce 
Pare S4. 1, 
Ce 


Y puede ser que con mas desotreza y privcr 
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Page 65. 1 Todos tienen sus camas en alto con sus fresa- 
das cameras grances y buenas de lana y 
e En fin estan los Indios ce esta mission tan 
en rolitica bien criados y cultos que tomaran los Indios de 
tierra afuera, que estan entre gente de razon, y mucho tiempo, 
reducidos y fundados estar como ellos. 


Page 67. 1. Simarron. 
Pace 68. 1. Por lo que con Vinagre y aziete se come mui 
buéno ensalada. 
Le Aqui me cayo la fluxion del pie. 
Page 69. 1. Antonio Casas, probably as he is mentioned 
&@8 such elsewhere in tre diary. 
Cc. Que es una encina crincanada. 
Page (0. l. Algsunas cejas; probably not mountain tops. 
Page /1l. 1. Vegas. 
Ge Piltonte, instead of pilmonte, 
3.  Alza oreja¥ro y sin dueno- 


Pare (3. 1. Hay en estos montes unos moscones o tabanos, 


que les llaman | 
he ees mas violentes en picar que las abisras 


es Granditas de China. 
Page 74+. 1. #Lilegamos al primer brazo de Dios rio. 
2 Lo de paes. 


a Nisperos. 
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Page 76. 1. See above. 
hecha. 


c, Aqui puce la Santa Cruz de sedro y mui bien, 
Page (//. 1. Por estar bajo. 
ar A unas de los volalites que hay antes del 

hay muchos pitios reales. 

3 Y llamos verdes frorndosos y montuosos cde 
pines mul tupiccs eltos discoyadcs gndesos. 
Page 7&8. l. Solo con un pabigo o taparrabo. 

2% Y largos ce los orejas. 
Page €0. 1. Viscocho. 
Page 1. Lh. Referring to the Indians. 
Fage &. 1. Todas sus alajas y omamertos que estan aunque 
viejos y maltrados. 

Ce Limpia la yelesia, no inrumda en buena disrfo- 
cicion vy aseo. 
Pege 3. This was the rancjo of Artonio Gil Ybarbo, a 
prominent frontier settler who was instrumental in re- 
establishing the settlenents in eastern Texas in 1/79. 
see Eolton, The Sranish Abandonment and Fe-oocupation 
cf East Bexas 1773-1779, Texas State Eistorical Asscciation 
Quarterly, IX, 67-127. 
Pape 85. Que esta como media legua ce ella monte esrpeso. 
Page &6. L Los ninistres pudicen muchas recesidades, y faltas 


de lo preeicio y Necesario. 


Pepe &9. i. Solis evidently means that Father Banta 
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Marla reported on his inspection because Eclis did not lve 
time %6 m&ke the inspection himself. 
26 Por no tener saca ror estar profundo. 
+ Lo poco que se siembran es temporal 
Pace - did. Como otros tartos toros. 
Pepe 91. 1. Con Toda felicidad. 
fe En la propia esperanse. 
Je Solis apparently followed the route taken 
by the regular Sonveis. 
Pace 93. 1. Quendo se les ofrece fasar algun llano. 
Fepe 95. 1. Y en fin aquelles enfermedades que scn 
wicio de la sangre y que se cetan en la masa san quinaria 
jas padecen con frequencia, y- discurro que es la causa, 
el vicio Ge 1a sangre que se le introduce. 
2. Que se Venian lae nubes al suelo. 
Pag o6. 1 Granulada. 
Fage 9/7. Para lo que me pidieron papel en que se los 
prometi; lo que discurro les rasaria luego. 
Cn Sumamente. 
3. Y nos dejaren los arrieros cdesamparadcs 
con peligro de la vida. 
Page 98. 1. Nos Llavio en estremo. 
Ce Rubi crossed the year before. This is 
evidence that a fairly good route was established. 
Page.103 This place was called Cana in the entry of the 


entrance. 
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